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Letter from the CEO
Dear Friends,

The most enduring conservation efforts are never measured solely by the landscapes they protect. 
They are measured by the futures they make possible — for people and nature today, and for 
generations yet to come.

Five years ago, we set out to build that kind of partnership. Even its name, Okavango Eternal, 
reflected our shared ambition: to help ensure that one of the world’s greatest freshwater ecosystems, 
and the communities whose lives depend upon it, would continue to thrive long into the future.

As the first chapter of our partnership comes to a close, I am struck by how fully that vision has come 
to life. Together with the Explorer-led National Geographic Okavango Wilderness Project team, we 
have demonstrated that the most enduring conservation efforts are those rooted in local leadership 
and built alongside the communities who call these extraordinary landscapes home.

Across Angola, Namibia and Botswana, that commitment has taken many forms. It lives in the Forest 
Watchers program, where stewardship is passed from one generation to the next; in our investment 
in local scientists and Ph.D. students, whose expertise will help shape the Basin’s future; and in 
entrepreneurs creating new livelihood opportunities through initiatives such as Lisima Handmade 
and the Nkashi Centers.

It is equally reflected in our commitment to storytelling. “Nkashi: Race for the Okavango” 
demonstrated the power of stories told by and for local communities — fueling record participation 
in the annual Nkashi Classic and inspiring Storytelling Clubs, a new generation of storytellers 
preserving and sharing the region’s rich cultural heritage.

Perhaps no milestone better embodies the spirit of Okavango Eternal than Angola’s landmark decision 
to designate the country’s first-ever Ramsar Wetland of International Importance: Lisima Lya Mwono, 
known locally as the “Source of Life.” By protecting the Basin’s headwaters, this historic designation lays 
the foundation to safeguard not only one of the world’s most significant freshwater ecosystems, but 
also the communities, livelihoods and opportunities that depend upon its future health.

Together, these accomplishments reflect the true legacy of our partnership: strengthening the 
conditions that allow both people and nature to thrive through scientific knowledge, cultural 
heritage, economic opportunity and the local leadership that will carry this work forward long into 
the future.

On behalf of the National Geographic Society, thank you for your partnership, your trust and 
your unwavering commitment to this shared vision. We are proud of what we have accomplished 
together, and we are even more inspired by what these investments will continue to make possible 

in the years ahead.

 

Jill Tiefenthaler 
Chief Executive Officer 
National Geographic Society
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Introduction and Overview of Okavango Eternal
The Okavango River Basin stands as one of Africa’s final intact large-scale wetland systems,  
a sprawling lifeline that secures water and biodiversity across Angola, Namibia and Botswana.
Originating as rainfall in the remote highlands of Angola, these source waters travel nearly 1,000 
kilometers across international borders through Namibia before entering Botswana. It acts as a 
critical freshwater resource for over 1 million people and iconic African wildlife. However, a major 
environmental vulnerability exists: while the Okavango Delta in Botswana is officially protected, the 
critical headwaters that lie in Angola and provide approximately 95% of its sustaining waters are not.  

If these upstream water systems are disrupted, it risks not only the health of the Okavango Delta, 
but also the wildlife, communities and economies that depend entirely on its flow throughout 
the transboundary expanse of the Basin. The National Geographic Okavango Wilderness Project 
(NGOWP) began on-the-ground work in 2015, conducting arduous scientific expeditions, mapping 
biodiversity and establishing vital relationships with local communities and governments.

What the project then needed was a like-minded partner that could help provide the injection 
of resources to scale. To solve this transboundary challenge, the National Geographic Society and 
De Beers launched the Okavango Eternal partnership in 2021. De Beers’ funding catalyzed and 
strengthened the established work of the NGOWP. By combining National Geographic’s world-
class science and storytelling with De Beers’ regional footprint and financial backing, and with an 
expansive network and implementation experience from on-the-ground partner The Wild Bird 
Trust, the partnership shifted from localized research projects into an interconnected, high-impact, 
multicountry conservation initiative spanning the Okavango Basin.

True ecological protection and local community empowerment cannot happen overnight.  
This partnership recognizes that protecting a 5.4-million-hectare Basin requires a sustained, 
long-term commitment to build trust with local populations, gather longitudinal data and shift 
government policies.

As the realities on the ground shifted, the alignment between NGOWP’s scientific achievements 
and De Beers’ sustainability goals grew stronger. The strategy shifted from broad baseline 
research to creating targeted, community-led infrastructure, such as the newly established Nkashi 
Knowledge Centers, ensuring that conservation and economic prosperity go hand in hand.

As the partnership transitions into Phase II of Okavango Eternal, we will build on the excellent 
momentum gathered during Phase I to ensure greater impact and forge deeper connections across 
the entire Okavango River Basin.
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21,077
students and 158  
educators supported 
through Okavango  
Eternal initiatives, such  
as Backyard Expeditions, 
scholarship programs, 
internships, offerings at  
the Nkashi Knowledge 
Centers, and the Lisima 
Knowledge initiative.

18,500
people in Angola saw 
improved quality of  
life through infrastructure 
projects, including building 
9 new bridges, 4 traditional 
meeting centers and  
one library.

9,500 
cumulative attendees 
of the Nkashi Classic 
race over the course of 
the partnership, with 
409 polers competing 
in finals over the past 5 
years and participation 
across 21 villages.

2,118
livelihood opportunities 
supported across  
all Okavango Eternal 
initiatives in Angola, 
Namibia and Botswana, 
including 76 full-time 
staff as well as positions in 
beekeeping, regenerative 
agriculture, basket weaving, 
and entrepreneurial  
skill-building.

  High-Level Impact Metrics
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Enabling Pillars Objectives Vision

Conservation 
Stakeholder 
Engagement

Advancing 
Knowledge

Traditional 
Knowledge

Protecting the 
Natural World

Enhanced protection of 
the headwaters in Angola 
helps secure the integrity 
of the Okavango Delta in 
Botswana and improves 

food and water security for 
over 1 million people across 

the Okavango River Basin.

Capacity 
Building

Community 
Development

Supporting 
Communities

  Partnership Approach and Aims
Okavango Eternal is committed to two high-level objectives: 

	� Protecting the Natural World by supporting community-based systems of protection 
and local governments to protect biodiversity, striving to reach 5.4M hectares around the 
headwaters of the Okavango River Basin.

	� Supporting Communities by enabling stronger economic foundations and providing 
access to as many as 10,000 livelihood opportunities.

These objectives are driven by six enabling pillars:

These six pillars work hand-in-hand to help achieve the two objectives of Okavango Eternal: protect 
the natural world and support communities. Celebrating traditional knowledge and advancing 
cutting-edge scientific research help engage Conservation Stakeholders and make the case for the 
Okavango River Basin’s long-term protection. Driving impact through storytelling and education 
helps raise awareness and can ultimately lead to protection by inspiring people to care for and 
act on behalf of this vital ecosystem. Importantly, Okavango Eternal envisions a future in which 
conservation, education and storytelling are locally led. Supporting community development and 
capacity building is essential to meet the moment and the future challenges the Basin will face.

Okavango Eternal Guiding Approach

Local Impact 
 Communications

5.4M
hectares of land in Angola 
designated as a Ramsar 
Wetland of International 
Importance.

12
peer-reviewed publications 
produced to date, 
including descriptions of 
53 new species to science, 
biodiversity monitoring of 
Miombo woodlands and 
fish populations in the 
Okavango Delta.

19 
scientific river 
expeditions completed 
across the Basin, 
generating datasets  
that underpin the  
Ramsar designation 
and ongoing water 
governance discussions.

18
active hydrological/
meteorological monitoring 
stations offering the only 
independent hydrological 
dataset for the Basin.

177,000 
individuals reached through 
60 media moments 
featuring the opening of the 
Knowledge Center.

4.34M  
viewers for the Nkashi: 
Race for the Okavango 
documentary, with a reach 
to 80% of households in 
Botswana.

100 
youth participated 
in Storytelling Clubs, 
receiving training in 
how to document 
their own cultural and 
natural heritage, with 58 
students featured  
in a final exhibition  
in Gaborone.
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H O W  I T  S TA R T E D

When Okavango Eternal launched in 2021, Conservation Stakeholder engagement was 
envisioned primarily as advocacy and policy work. This initial phase focused on attending forums, 
supporting legislative reviews and building relationships with decision-makers within Angola’s 
Ministry of Environment. 

H O W  I T  E V O LV E D

Over five years, Conservation Stakeholder engagement shifted from external advocacy to 
community-led governance. At the local level, the team partnered with communities and 
traditional authorities to co-create programs, while simultaneously building policy capacity 
across the greater Okavango River Basin through workshops and legislative reviews. 

This evolution brought together a multiyear coalition in 2023, involving the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), The Nature Conservancy (TNC), the Angolan National Institute for 
Biodiversity and Protected Areas (INBAC), traditional authorities, and the provincial government. 
Together this coalition advanced a proposal that culminated in a Ramsar Wetland of International 
Importance designation in 2026. The Other Effective Area-Based Conservation Measures 
(OECM) dialogue, not part of the initial area conservation protection strategy, has emerged as a 
significant opportunity to embed community-led conservation within national law. 

What began as external advocacy evolved into co-created governance with communities who 
were not just informed but also leading. 

C O N S E RVAT I O N 
S TA K E H O L D E R  
E N G A G E M E N T
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P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� Wide-ranging consultations with government 
officials, local leaders, communities and 
scientific experts, which began in 2021 and 
were sustained over time to build consensus 
on the Ramsar and OECM processes. 

	� The Marxan Systematic Conservation Plan was 
finalized in December 2023 using optimized 
scenarios for the Lisima Lya Mwono protected 
area configuration. 

	� A formal technical proposal for the Lisima Lya 
Mwono Ramsar site was submitted to Angola’s 
Ministry of Environment for national review in 
January 2024.

	� The first national-level workshop and dialogue 
to integrate OECMs into Angolan conservation 
law was convened in December 2024, in 
collaboration with IUCN, TNC and Angola’s 
Ministry of Environment. 

	� In 2025, OECM follow-up activities were 
conducted, including programmatic dialogues, 
site visits, development of a site assessment 
tool and legal support for incorporating 
OECMs into Angolan conservation law, creating 
a credible pathway for recognizing community-
governed land alongside formally protected 
sites and laying the groundwork that Phase 2 
will build on. 

	� A Local Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 
(LBSAP) for the Moxico region was finalized 
and submitted to provincial and national 
authorities in 2025, giving the government 
a biodiversity plan it can act on beyond the 
Ramsar site itself. 

	� Conducted knowledge-sharing on 
applied biodiversity and ecosystem 
resilience research through keynotes at 
TEDxJohannesburg Countdown (October 
2025) and the 26th WaterNet Symposium 
in Luksasa (October 2025), as well as 
speeches at the Africa Biodiversity Summit 
in Gaborone (November 2025) and National 
Geographic’s International Explorers Festival 
in Johannesburg (January 2026). 

Conservation Advocacy and Support for
Policymakers Angola

Through deep engagement with conservation policymakers in Angola, the Okavango Eternal 
partnership is part of a coalition of funders that is embedding community-led conservation in 
the Lisima landscape within national and international policy frameworks, ensuring that local 
stewardship is formally recognized and supported.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Without formal policy recognition, conservation gains remain vulnerable to shifts in political 
priorities, economic pressure and land-use change. While the Lisima landscape supplies 95% of the 
Okavango Delta’s water and supports over 1 million people across the Okavango and Zambezi River 
Basins, before this program, it had no designation, no formal conservation plan and no standing in 
national biodiversity frameworks. 

Protecting these headwaters and 
wetlands, Miombo woodland forests 

— the natural heritage of Angola — is 
one of the most critical conservation 
challenges in Africa today.” 

S T E V E  B OY E S 
N G OW P  P R O J E C T  L E A D

The Government of Angola and the Ramsar 

Convention on Wetlands officially designated 

Angola’s first Wetland of International 

Importance, Lisima Lya Mwono, in January 2026 

— an area covering 53,670 square kilometers 

(km²). As Angola’s first Ramsar site and one 

of the five largest in the world, this historic 

milestone permanently recognizes a landscape 

encompassing critical headwaters, vast carbon 

sinks and biodiversity hotspots under a legally 

backed, globally recognized framework.

	� The next steps include formal ratification of 
Lisima Lya Mwono as a protected area by 
the Angolan Government and a high-level 
government summit, supported by Okavango 
Eternal, to sustain momentum from the 
Ramsar designation into implementation.
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P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� Recruited, equipped and trained 
82 active Watchers across eight 
regedorias (traditional domains) with 
uniforms, motorbikes and digital 
monitoring tools, so that traditional 
authorities could enforce their own 
governance for over 20,000 km² of 
forest. This resulted in confiscations 
of illegally hunted bushmeat, a 
documented return of wildlife to 
previously depleted areas, and a 
functioning fire-monitoring network 
across four provinces.

	� 20 women and girls served as 
specialized river and fishing monitors 
in two villages, leading community 
knowledge-sharing workshops and 
fishing contests to engage youth 
and support monitors who expose 
unsustainable practices to village 
elders, as well as establishing youth 
mentorship pipelines for the future of 
the Watchers program.

	� Fire management workshops 
united communities, Watchers and 
government officials across four 
provinces to map forest fires in  
real time, establishing a shared 
approach used directly to build  
a Lisima-wide fire framework  
grounded in traditional practice  
and ecological assessment.

	� Camera traps recorded the first 
high-definition images of the “ghost” 
elephant population — images shared 
directly with traditional leaders to 
strengthen support for expanded 
Watcher coverage.

Community-Led Forest Monitoring —  Tunyiungi va 
Lisima (‘The Watchers’)

The Watchers program is a community-led forest monitoring and protection system operating across the 
Lisima landscape in Angola. Selected and empowered by traditional authorities, Watchers collaborate 
with local authorities to conduct patrols, monitor wildlife, detect illegal hunting, and document fire and 
land-use change.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

The Miombo woodlands of the Angolan headwaters underpin the ecological integrity of the entire 
Okavango Basin. No ranger stations operate in these remote landscapes. Conservation success 
depends on activating the legitimate, locally governed systems of stewardship that have existed 
for generations — not replacing them.

We will protect our forest 
because it is the heritage of 
our ancestors. We have seen 
more animals roaming in areas 
that no longer had animals, 
and we are having more of our 
hunters engaged in protecting 
what is our richness.” 

R E G E D O R  S AT C H I N DA M B A 
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S T O RY  S P O T L I G H T 

Protecting the Inheritance: How Traditional Governance 
Became Angola’s Frontline of Forest Protection

T H E  B A S E L I N E

A Landscape Without Borders

The Lisima landscape in eastern Angola spans a massive 12,500 km²: a remote expanse of Miombo 
woodlands, wetlands and critical source waters larger than some European countries. It serves as the vital 
headwaters supplying life to the region, yet historically, it has not been formally protected or benefited 
from any formal environmental monitoring system. As the area has emerged from the post-civil war 
conflict and remote parts of the landscape become more accessible, pressures from unsanctioned 
commercial hunting and the illegal wildlife trade have increased. To address those looming threats, a 
conservation framework would not be sufficient. There was a need for a framework that builds on the 
millennia of Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) held by local communities, whose governance 
structures have kept these landscapes in near-pristine conditions. To realize such a vision, comprehensive 
relationship-building and community engagement were crucial, as was supporting local conservation 

leaders by developing the skills they already hold. 

T H E  I M PAC T

Reactivating Ancestral Authority

The transformation of the Lisima landscape began not with outside experts, but with the people who 
have always belonged to it. By anchoring the Watchers program directly in the ancestral governance 
of eight regedorias (traditional areas or domains) with 35 Sobas (village chiefs), the project places the 
future of the forest into the hands of its traditional leaders. These chiefs personally select and mandate 
members of their villages to step forward as local guardians. By backing this generational authority 
with modern tools to gather empirical data on wildlife populations, fire extent or land-use change, the 
initiative has equipped 82 active Watchers with uniforms, motorbikes and digital monitoring systems 
like Survey123 and ArcGIS, turning local pride into a precise, real-time observational network.

Today, this network manages an area of 20,000 km² within the landscape and has fundamentally 
transformed local livelihoods. Instead of turning to poaching out of economic necessity, young men 
are choosing part-time employment and stipends as specialized patrols. Crucially, these opportunities 
are also being extended to women and girls, with 20 female Watchers having been integrated into the 
frontline as specialized monitors to track fishing and river status in their villages.

The practical results of this community framework are immediate and measurable. Working in tandem 
with traditional authorities and in collaboration with municipal police, Watchers have successfully 
intercepted unsanctioned bushmeat and apprehended an illegal wildlife hunter. By embedding 
this traditional authority mandate directly into Angola’s official OECM management framework and 
utilizing traditional fire management workshops to coordinate practices across four provinces, the 
project ensures that conservation is no longer an external rule imposed on the landscape: it is an act of 
sovereign inheritance.

Jeremias Tchissola (Watchers Project Coordinator & Community Liaison)

Jeremias “Ríbio” Tchissola started working with the Lisima Foundation in 2017 and is now a coordinator 
and community liaison for the Watchers program. 

He has transformed his skills as a hunter into serving the Watchers program and helping restore the 
wildlife within his community’s traditional authority. As Jeremias states: “Furthermore, in our area, when 
our work first began, we did not have animals. We could not see them up close, only in very remote 
areas. But these days, we are already seeing results, and the animals are starting to return. Animals like 
roan antelopes, elephants, and lions.” 

Now, Jeremias is able to support himself and his family through the Watchers program. 

In order to protect our wealth 
through our culture, I am able to 
protect the forests, the lagoons 
and the rivers. This is done using 
our experience and what our 
great-grandparents taught us.” 
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H O W  I T  S TA R T E D

Advancing Knowledge was initially envisioned primarily as a mechanism for establishing a data-driven, 
independent scientific foundation for the Basin’s protection through long-term monitoring, specifically 
by expanding the Hydrological and Meteorological Monitoring Program (HMMP) network and 
continuing river transects to build longitudinal baselines. This initial phase focused on building the 
empirical evidence base needed to align with De Beers’ Building Forever commitments and achieve 
a net-positive impact on biodiversity. While both original objectives were successfully delivered, the 
pillar has since expanded well beyond its initial scope.

H O W  I T  E V O LV E D

During Phase 1, the Advancing Knowledge pillar evolved from a nascent baseline prior to 2021 into an 
adaptive, threat-responsive framework unifying regional scientific achievement. This transformation 
empowered the science and research team to identify ecological gaps in real time. For instance, 
when research revealed that the Kavango River section in Namibia was under the greatest pressure, 
the team established repeat Kavango Transects and launched Kavango Conservation Education. 
Similarly, in Botswana, the team was able to rapidly integrate new heronry and salvina monitoring 
programs to respond to data gaps. Their work carrying out the first systemic biodiversity surveys in 
a generation in the Angolan Highlands produced new species, peer-reviewed papers and a globally 
significant peatland carbon dataset. These cumulative scientific advancements turned localized 
fieldwork into a powerhouse of regional scientific and policy impact and the inaugural Okavango 
Delta Science Symposium in 2025 unified regional scientific cooperation.

A D VA N C I N G 
K N O W L E D G E
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P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� Hydrological monitoring expanded from five 
to 18 active stations by adding Tempué and 
the Lungwevungu River, delivering near-
real-time rainfall and river discharge data 
across the Basin while prioritizing a highly 
reliable, resilient network over a larger, more 
vulnerable footprint. 

	� 3 Angolan technicians completed training in 
hardware, software and hydrological station 
management, enabling the team to maintain 
and repair the network without relying on 
international experts to protect the Basin’s 
only independent hydrological dataset and 
reduce long-term operational costs.  

	� A fully rebuilt online dashboard improved 
accessibility and transparency for 
water management, with usage peaks 
surging during key hydrological periods, 
demonstrating the data is being actively 
used, not just collected, for real-world 
decision-making.

	� Continuous independent hydrological data 
identified the Angolan Highlands as a water 
tower supplying 70% of the Kariba Reservoir’s 
late wet-season flow, establishing critical 
evidence used directly to feed into the 
Ramsar case and allowing communities to 
anticipate flood and drought risks.

Hydrological and Meteorological  
Monitoring Project (HMMP) Basin-wide

The HMMP is a Basin-wide network of monitoring stations collecting long-term data on rainfall, river 
discharge and hydrological variability across Angola, Namibia and Botswana. The system provides 
near real-time information while building longitudinal datasets that track changes in flow and 
seasonal dynamics across the Okavango Basin.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

The Okavango Basin is transboundary and deeply under-monitored. Without consistent, 
independent hydrological data, it is impossible to detect change, anticipate flood or drought risk, or 
support coordinated water governance across Angola, Namibia and Botswana. The HMMP is the only 
independent hydrological dataset for the Basin.

These images and data 
provide a benchmark 
against which to measure 
future change in terms 
of ecosystem health and 
services.”

D R .  R A I N E R  VO N  B R A N D I S 
N G OW P  R E S E A R C H  D I R E C T O R 
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S T O RY  S P O T L I G H T 

Securing the Flow: How a Basin-wide Hydrological 
Blueprint Anchors Community Survival

T H E  B A S E L I N E

Navigating a Changing Current in the Dark

For the 1 million people who build their lives along the Okavango River Basin across Angola, Namibia 
and Botswana, the water is not a feature on a map — it is their market, their highway and main source 
of drinking water. Yet, before 2021, communities had to navigate life on the river in a data vacuum, as 
only five monitoring stations existed across this vast expanse. This meant that families largely lacked 
the predictive data needed for early flood warnings or tracking water quality. This information 
gap was most evident along the 472-kilometer Kavango corridor, a cross-border pressure hotspot 
forming the boundary between Angola and Namibia. Between 2017 and 2025, human activity, such 
as fishing, washing and bathing along these banks, expanded by 130%. Lacking empirical evidence 
to defend their traditional way of life or demand targeted development support from their 
governments, however, traditional fishers and families faced an increasingly crowded and rapidly 
changing river with sharply declining fish stocks and collapsing riverbanks.

T H E  I M PAC T

Giving the Keepers of the River the Power of Foresight

To push back against this encroaching degradation, the HMMP and the repeat river transects, 
including the Kavango and Delta Crossings, were transformed from an academic exercise into a 
shared shield for community survival. The effort began on the water, where researchers partnered 
with local communities to conduct 19 standardized river transects across 6,000 kilometers of 
waterways — a massive undertaking that put money directly into the local economy by creating 52 
seasonal income opportunities for Indigenous polers, including 10 women. 

To turn this baseline into a permanent early-warning system, the program scaled the Basin’s network 
to 18 active automated stations by July 2026, training three local Angolan technicians in advanced 
maintenance to ensure the region’s data security remains entirely in local hands.

By centralizing this incoming data into an open-access online dashboard, the project turned 
abstract hydrological numbers into a transparent, protective resource for the community. Today, 
public usage of the dashboard spikes dramatically when the river rises, with a majority of users 
requesting data for environmental research and conservation, academic or educational use. The 
digital dashboard is fueled by 18 automated monitoring stations recording daily river height and 
flow rates across the Basin. 

This real-time stream is paired with environmental context from the Kavango River Research 
program’s biennial surveys. Conducted in 2021, 2023 and 2025 to track a 2017 baseline, these 
expeditions cover 472 kilometers from Katwitwi to Mohembo. Traveling alongside local guides in 
traditional mekoro, researchers use advanced tools, such as environmental DNA (eDNA) sampling, 
drone photography and direct observation, across 49 fixed sites to document a river under 
accelerating duress. Their findings capture a landscape rapidly reshaped by human survival, noting 
a visible rise in sand mining, brick production and riparian clearing, alongside a 62% increase in 
waterborne vessels since 2021 — reaching 2,220 in 2025 — with 94% being mekoro used for daily 
transport and fishing. Ultimately, these repeat surveys provide the independent evidence needed 
to manage the river sustainably for the communities who call it home. 

The power of repeat 
transects is that one can 
track the change over time 
and act accordingly in near 
real time. The Kavango is a 
great example; our research 
has shown and confirmed 
that the river is in trouble, 
and that led directly to 
the establishment of the 
Kavango Wilderness Project.”

G Ö T Z  N E E F 
N G OW P  R E S E A R C H  L E A D 
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Basin Transects and Ecological Baselines Basin-wide
The Delta Crossing is a flagship research baseline expedition that assesses the status of hydrological, 
ecological, biodiversity and human use across the Okavango Delta using repeat, standardized survey 
techniques.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Repeat, standardized river transects generate rare longitudinal data across some of Africa’s least-
developed freshwater landscapes. They detect ecological pressure early, document biodiversity 
trends and demonstrate the condition of headwaters supplying 95% of the Delta’s water. Fixed-
point drone photography at each site creates a permanent visual record of riparian habitat change 
over time.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� 16 scientific river expeditions completed 
across the Basin, generating the longitudinal 
dataset that underpins the Ramsar case and 
ongoing water governance discussions. 

	� The 2025 third biennial Kavango Transect 
monitored hydrology, human activity, eDNA 
and aquatic macroinvertebrates across 472 
kilometers in 16 days, gathering the critical 
research that established the Kavango as 
the river under the most pressure from 
human activity among those surveyed in the 
Basin surveyed in the Basin and ultimately 
informing the decision to launch the Kavango 
Wilderness Project. 

	� The Annual Delta Crossing will continue in 
2026. It will include two parallel routes: eastern 
transect (Seronga-Maun, 288 km, will be the 
16th repetition) and western transect (Mopiri–
Maun, 244 km, will be the 7th repetition).

	� 52 livelihood part-time roles created through 
the conduct of transects and exploration.

	� 1 full-time and one part-time local research 
assistant managed ongoing scientific 
field activities in Angola, anchoring vital 
expedition knowledge and technical skills in-
country between survey cycles to sustainably 
build long-term local capacity. 

Targeted Biodiversity Research  
Angola and Botswana

Documentation within the scientific record adds further validity when making the case for durable 
conservation outcomes. Every species newly described to academic science, every paper published 
and every dataset shared is another argument for protecting a landscape that is harder to dismiss.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Scientific discovery is the foundation of the conservation case. Angola’s scientific invisibility was itself 
a policy risk since landscapes that cannot be proven important are harder to protect. 

This is why De Beers’s work supporting research to map and quantify Angola’s peatlands was so 
critical. Its peatlands store vast amounts of carbon while naturally filtering the water that sustains 
more than 1 million people downstream. The research helped strengthen the scientific evidence 
base that ultimately contributed to the historic Ramsar designation of Lisima Lya Mwono. Further, it 
equips Angola with the scientific knowledge needed to steward and manage peatlands that are part 
of the Ramsar site. As this work advances, De Beers, alongside other funding partners, will continue 
to support efforts to sustain and expand this research — strengthening the foundation needed to 
advance transboundary cooperation across the Basin.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E

	� 12 peer-reviewed publications released across the Okavango Eternal period; these papers, along 
with other in-depth scientific reports, provided a verifiable scientific record making the case for 
protection of Angola’s headwaters where almost none existed prior to 2021.

The 2025 Basin-wide comparison shows the Kavango is by 
far the most intensively used stretch of river that WBT/
NGOWP surveys anywhere in the Basin: 10.79 people/km 
against 0.35-0.91 in the Cuito and Cubango, the highest 
vessel density in the Basin (4.71/km), the highest livestock 
density (20.29 animals/km), and the highest number of 
water abstraction points (380) of any surveyed river. 
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S T O RY  S P O T L I G H T

Unlocking the Science of a Recovering Landscape 

T H E  B A S E L I N E

A Landscape Closed to Science 

For nearly three decades, a devastating civil war drew an invisible curtain across the Angolan 
Highlands. The Angolan Highlands Water Tower, the source waters of the great Okavango and 
Zambezi Basins — the lifeblood of southern Africa — remained a vast, scientific blank space on the 
global map. Decades of conflict kept researchers out, leaving the region’s rivers undocumented and 
vulnerable. When the war ended, the maps showed land, but not life. Without baseline scientific 
data, proving the ecological value of these headwaters to policymakers was an impossible task.

T H E  I M PAC T 

From Microscopic Code to Global Policy

Deep within the Angolan Highlands, the rivers hold secrets written in code. For Götz Neef and the 
NGOWP research team, these splendid yet poorly documented waters were not just geographic 
features, but also a living archives of a landscape recovering from war. As the leader of the eDNA 
program, Götz set out to capture the invisible footprints of the Basin’s wildlife by analyzing the 
genetic material shed by organisms into the water column. In a fragile aquatic system quietly 
suffering from overfishing pressure and facing the silent invasion of non-native species like Nile 
tilapia and crawfish, this non-invasive, cost-effective technology allowed the team to read the river’s 
true biodiversity without physically trapping or disrupting a single creature.

While Götz unlocked the genetic secrets of the currents, the wider team pushed into the 
surrounding wilderness through two multidisciplinary biodiversity expeditions in 2022 and 2024, 
ground-truthing 230 peatland sites to reveal vast carbon stores dating back more than 10,000 years 
and establishing camera-trap transects that captured the first high-resolution photographic records 
of a legendary “ghost” elephant population. Since the start of the Okavango Wilderness Project, 
these combined efforts yielded 12 peer-reviewed publications and described 53 species new to 
science, including the Boyes’s Giant Cupid butterfly and two entirely new rough-scaled lizards. These 
massive undertakings bridged the gap between global science and local expertise, purposefully 
bringing together Angolan nationals, international specialists, and community knowledge holders to 
map the wilderness side by side.

By transforming biodiversity datasets and traditional ecological knowledge into unassailable 
scientific evidence, Götz and his team created an enduring baseline to measure future ecological 
change. This ultimately delivered the empirical weight needed to inform the landmark Ramsar 
management framework and permanently secure the protection of Southern Africa’s most vital 
water towers.
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Science Symposiums Basin-wide
Scientific symposia bring together researchers, practitioners and decision-makers to share findings 
and align priorities. 

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Collaborative science strengthens evidence-based decision-making and builds a regional research 
community. The Basin had no structured platform for researchers, practitioners and decision-makers 
to exchange findings across borders and disciplines. For the inaugural Okavango Delta Science 
Symposium, the NGOWP team hosted sessions emphasizing community-based conservation, with 
representation from other NGOs adding lived experience to the science policy discussion.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S 

The Delta is under threat, and 
science can help us protect it.”

H O N .  W Y N T E R  M M O L O T S I  
M I N I S T E R  O F  E N V I R O N M E N T 
A N D  T O U R I S M ,  B O T S WA N A 

	� The inaugural Okavango Delta Science Symposium in Maun brought together 128 participants 
from 37 institutions in 2025 for 39 presentations and 14 poster sessions on ecology, human-
wildlife coexistence, TEK and geosciences, and established the Basin’s first shared research 
forum to unify the regional scientific community, including 20 local students. 

	� A Kavango Symposium, held in Windhoek after the 2022 (33 delegates) and 2024 (51 delegates) 
Kavango Transects, brought together scientists, government and traditional communities from 
Angola, Namibia and Botswana. Following the 2025 transect, the approach shifted to identifying 
five communities along the Kavango River to host workshops directly in 2026 — moving the 
model from a capital-city symposium to community-based knowledge-sharing.

	� A webinar, Fire and the Miombo, drew 50 attendees, mostly students and researchers from 
Angola and Mozambique. Additionally, a series of webinars on biodiversity and conservation 
in Lisima presented the species posters developed by the program and opened discussions to 
local and international audiences in Portuguese. 
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Ducks & geese

Flufftails to coots

Waders

Gulls to terns

Owls & nightjars

Doves to coucals

Kingfishers & bee-eaters

Warblers & cisticolas

Shrikes & sunbirds

Egrets to ibises

Martins & swallows

Wagtails to babblers

Greenbuls to robin-chats

Cranes to jacanas

Raptors

Grebes to darters

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Little Grebe Mergulhão-pequeno Tachybaptus ruficollis

Reed Cormorant Corvo-marinho-africano Microcarbo africanus

White-breasted Cormorant Corvo-marinho-de-peito-branco Phalacrocorax lucidus

African Darter Mergulhão-serpente Anhinga rufa

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Great White Pelican Pelicano-branco Pelecanus onocrotalus

African Openbill Bico-aberto Anastomus lamelligerus

Abdim’s Stork Cengonha-de-Abdim Ciconia abdimii

Black Stork Cengonha-preta Ciconia nigra

Marabou Stork Marabu Leptotilos crumenifer

Saddle-billed Stork Jabiru Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis

Yellow-billed Stork Cegonha-de-bico-amarelo Mycteria ibis

Wooly-necked Stork Cegonha-episcopal Ciconia episcopus

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Fulvous Duck Pato-assobiador-arruivado Dendrocygna bicolor

White-backed Duck Pato-de-dorso-branco Thalassormis leuconotus

White-faced Duck Pato-assobiador-de-faces-brancas Dendrocygna viduata

African Pygmy Goose Pato-orelhudo Netta auritus

Egyptian Goose Ganso do Egipto Alopochen aegyptiaca

Spur-winged Goose Pato-ferrão Plectropterus gambensis

Knob-billed Duck Pato-de-carúncula Sarkidiornis melanotos

African Black Duck Pato-preto-africano Anas sparsa

Yellow-billed Duck Pato-de-bico-vermelho Anas andulata

Red-billed Teal Marreco-de-bico-vermelho Anas erythrorphyncha

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Red-chested Flufftail Codorniz-d’água-de-peito-vermelho Sarothrura rufa

Streaky-breasted Flufftail Codorniz-d’água-de-Boehm Sarothrura boehmi

African Rail Frango-d’água-africano Rallus caerulescens

African Finfoot Pês-de-barbatanas Podica senegalensis

African Crake Codornizão-africano Crex egregia

Black Crake Franga-d’água-preta Amaurornis flavirostra

Striped Crake Franga-d’água-estiada Aenigmatolimnas marginalis

African Swamphen Caimão-africano Porphyrio madagascariensis

Allen’s Gallinule Caimão-de- Allen Porphyrio alleni

Common Moorhen Galinha-d’água-comum Gallinula chloropus

Red-knobbed Coot Galeirao-de-crista Fulica cristata

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Water Thick-knee Alcaravão-d’água Burhinus vermiculatus

Rock Pratincole Perdiz-do-mar-escura Glareola nuchalis

Kittlitz’s Plover Borrelho-do-gado Charadrius pecuarius

Three-banded Plover Borrelho-de-três-golas Charadrius tricollaris

Long-toed Lapwing Abibe-de-faces-brancas Vanellus crassirostris

White-crowned  Lapwing Abibe-de-coroa-branca Vanellus albiceps

Greater Painted-Snipe Narceja-pintada Rostratula benghalensis

African Snipe Narceja-africana Gallinago nigripennis

Black-winged Stilt Pernilongo Himantopus himantopus

Ruff Combatente Philomachus pugnax

Common Greenshank Perna-verde-comum Tringa nebularia

Wood Sandpiper Maçarico-bastardo Tringa glareola

Common Sandpiper Maçarico-das-rochas Actitis hypoleucos

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Marsh Owl Coruja-dos-pântanos Asio capensis

Swamp Nightjar Noitibó do Natal Caprimulgus natalensis

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Tropical Boubou Picanço-tropical Laniarius major

Swamp Boubou Picanço-dos-pantanos Laniarius bicolor

Bocage’s Sunbird Beija-flor de Bocage Nectarinia bocagii

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

African Pied Wagtail Alvéola-pretibranca Motacilla aguimp

Cape Wagtail Alvéola do Cabo Motacilla capensis

Rosy-throated Longclaw Sentinela-vermelho Macronyx ameliae

Grimwood’s Longclaw Sentinela de Grimwood Macronyx grimwoodi

Hartlaub’s Babbler Zaragateiro de Hartlaub Turtoides hartlaubii

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Yellow-bellied Greenbul Tuta-amarela Chlorocichla flaviventris

Yellow-throated Leaflove Tuta-de-garganta-amarela Atimastillas flavicollis

Black-collared Bulbul Bulbul-picanço Neolestes torquatus

White-browed Robin-Chat Cossifa de Heuglin Cossypha heuglini

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Wattled Crane Grou-carundulado Grus carunculata

African Jacana Jacana-africana Actophilornis africanus

Lesser Jacana Jacana-pequena Microparra capensis

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

African Quailfinch Bico-de-lacre-codorniz-de-óculos Ortygospiza fuscocrissa

Black-chinned Quailfinch Bico-de-lacre-codorniz-de-máscara Ortygospiza gabonensis

Locustfinch Bico-de-lacre-gafanhoto Paludipasser locustella

Bronze Mannikin Freirinha-bronzeada Lanchura cucullata

Fawn-breasted Waxbill Bico-de-lacre-de-cabeça-cinzenta Estrilda paludicola

Common Waxbill Bico-de-lacre-comum Estrilda astrild

mcta.gov.ao
Ministério da Cultura, 
Turismo e Ambiente

Little Grebe M

African Pygmy 
Goose 

M

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Hamerkop Pássaro-martelo Scopus umbretta

Black Heron  Garça-preta Egretta ardesiaca

White-back Night-Heron Goraz-de-dorso-branco Gorsachuis leuconotus

Black-crowned Night-
Heron  Goraz-comum Nycticorax nycticorax

Goliath Heron Garça-gigante Area goliath

Green-backed Heron Garça-de-dorso-verde Butorides striata

Grey Heron Garça-real Ardea cinerea

Purple Heron Garça-vermelha Ardea purpurea

Rufous-bellied Heron Garça-de-barriga-vermelha Ardeola rufiventris

Squacco Heron Papa-ratos-comum Ardeola ralloides

Hamerkop & herons

Weavers to widowbirds

Finches & waxbills

Palm-nut 
Vulture 

L

Western Banded 
Snake-Eagle 

L

African Crake 

M

Greater Painted-Snipe 

M

African Skimmer 

M

Black-crowned 
Night-Heron 

L

Ross’s Turaco 

M
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M
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M
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S

Angola Swallow 

S

Black-and-
-rufous Swallow 

S
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Babbler 

S

Chirping Cisticola 

S

Bocage’s Weaver 

S

Black-winged 
Bishop 

S

Juvenile

Pelicans & storks

African Openbill 

XL

Swamp Boubou 

S

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Great Egret Garça-branca-grande Ardea alba

Little Egret Garça-branca-pequena Egretta garzetta

Slaty Egret Garça-de-garganta-vermelha Egretta vinaceigula

Yellow-billed Egret Garça-branca-intermedia Egretta intermedia

Dwarf Bittern Garçote-anão Ixobrychus sturmii

Little Bittern Garçote-comum Ixobrychus minutus

African Spoonbill Colhereiro-africano Platalea alba

Glossy Ibis Ibis-preto Plegadis falcinellus

Little Egret 

L

Dwarf Bittern 

M

Marsh 
Widowbird

S
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Wetland Birds of
Lisima lya Mwono*

‘The Source of life’
Of the 462 bird species recorded in 

Lisima lya Mwono, 142 are mostly associated with the wetlands, 
including lakes, ponds, marshes, rivers, and riparian vegetation.

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

African Fish Eagle Pigargo-africano Haliaeetus vocifer

Palm-nut Vulture Abutre-das-palmeiras Gypohierax angolensis

Western Banded Snake-
Eagle 

Águia-cobreira-de-cauda-
-branca Circaetus cineascens

African Marsh-Harrier Tartaranhao-dos-pantanos Circus ranivorus

Western Marsh-Harrier Tartaranhao- ruivo-dos-
-pauis Circus aeruginosus

Long-crested Eagle Águia-de-penacho Lophaetus occipitalis

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Golden Weaver Tecelão-dourrado Ploceus xanthops

Southern Brown-throated Weaver Tecelão-de-garganta-castanha Ploceus xanthopterus

Bocage’s Weaver Tecelão de Bocage Ploceus temporalis

Village Weaver Tecelão-malhado Ploceus cucullatus

Southern Masked-Weaver Tecelão-de-máscara Ploceus velatus

Lesser Masked-Weaver Tecelão-pequeno-de-mascarilha Ploceus intermedius

Thick-billed Weaver Tecelão-de-bic-grosso Amblyospiza albifrons

Cuckoo Finch Tecelão-parasita Anomalospiza imberbis

Black-winged Bishop Cardeal-tecelão-de-cora-vermelha Euplectus hodeaceas

Southern Red Bishop Cardeal-tecelão-vermelho-meridional Euplectus orix

Red-collared Widowbird Viúva-de-colar-vermelho Euplectus ardens

Marsh Widowbird Viúva de Hartlaub Euplectus hartlaubi

White-browed 
Robin-Chat

S

Fawn-breasted 
Waxbill 

S

Rarity levels Sex Map Symbols

Female
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Wattled Crane 

XL

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Grey-headed Gull Gaivota-de-cabeça-cinzenta Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus

African Skimmer Talha-mar-africano Rynchops flavirotris

Caspian Tern Garajua-grande Hydroprogne caspia

Whiskered Tern Gaivina-de-faces-brancas Chlidonias hybrida

White-winged Tern Gaivina-d’asa-brancas Chlidonias niger

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

African Mourning Dove Rola-gemedora Streptopelia decipiens

Blue-spotted Wood-Dove Rola-de-manchas-azuis Turtur afer

Ross’s Turaco Turaco de Ross Musophaga rossae

Schalow’s Turaco Turaco de Schalow Tauraco schalowi

Black Coucal Cucal-preta-africano Centropus grillii

Senegal Coucal Cucal de Senegal Centropus senegalensis

White-browed Coucal Cucal-de-sobrancelhas Centropus supercilious

Coppery-tailed Coucal Cucal-cauda-de-cobre Centropus cupreicaudus

Rosy-throated 
Longclaw 

S

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Brown-throated Martin 
Andorinda-das-barreiras-a-
fricana Riparia paludicola

Angola Swallow Andorinda de Angola Hirundo angolensis

White-throated Swallow Andorinda-de-garganta-
-branca Hirundo albigularis

Wire-tailed Swallow Andorinda-cauda-de-arame Hirundo smithii

Black-and-rufous Swallow Andorinda-preta-e-ruiva Hirundo nigrorufa

Red-throated Cliff-Swallow Andorinda-rupestre-de-ca-
ra-vermelha Petrochelidon rufigula

South African Cliff-
-Swallow 

Andorinda-rupestre-sul-a-
fricana Petrochelidon spilodera

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Giant Kingfisher Pica-peixe-gigante Megaceryle maxima

Pied Kingfisher Pica-peixe-mahaldo Ceryle rudis

Malachite Kingfisher Pica-peixe-de-poupa Corythornis cristatus

Half-collared Kingfisher Pica-peixe-de-colar Alcedo semitorquata

Blue-breasted Bee-eater Abelharuco-de-colar azul Merops veriegatus

White-fronted Bee-eater Abelharuco-de-testa-branca Merops bullockoides

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Little Rush-Warbler Felosa-dos-juncos-afri-
cana Bradypterus baboecola

Broad-tailed Warbler Felosa-dos-cauda-larga Schoenicola brevirostris

Greater Reed-Warbler Rouxinol-grande-dos-
-canicos Acrocephalus arundinaceus

Lesser Swamp-Warbler Rouxinol-pequeno-dos-
-pântanos Acrocephalus gracilirostris

Greater Swamp-Warbler Rouxinol-grande-dos-
-pântanos Acrocephalus rufescens

Dark-capped Yellow Warbler Ferlosa-amarela-africana Iduna natalensis

Chirping Cisticola Fuinha-chilreante Cisticola pipiens

Levaillant’s Cisticola Fuinha-zunidora Cisticola tinniens

Luapula Cisticola Fuinha de Luapula Cisticola luapula

Stout Cisticola Fuinha-robusta Cisticola robustus

Pale-crowned Cisticola Fuinha-de-coroa-pálida Cisticola cinnamomeus

Giant KingfishM

Rufous-bellied 
Heron 

L

Reed Cormorant 

L
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Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

African Wood Owl Coruja-da-floresta Strix  woodfordii

African Scops Owl Mocho-d’orelhas-africano Otus senegalensis

African Barred Owlet Mocho-barrado Glaucidium capense

Pennant-winged Nightjar Noitibó-de-balanceiros Macrodipteryx vexillarius

Böhm’s Spinetail Rabo-espinhoso de Bohm Neafrapus boehmi

Narina Trogon Republicano-comum Apaloderma narina

Black Scimmitarbill Zombeteiro-preto Rhinopomastus aterrimus

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Yellow-throated Petronia Pardal-de-pint’amarela Gymnoris superciliaris

Spectacled Weaver Tecelão-de-lunetas Ploceus ocularis

Dark-backed Weaver Tecelão-das-florestas Ploceus bicolor

Red-headed Weaver Tecelão-de-cabeça-vermelha Anaplectes rubriceps

Orange-winged Pytilia Maracachao-d’asa-dourada Pytilia afra

Grey Waxbill Cinzentinho-comum Estrilda perreini

Broad-tailed Paradise Whydah Viúva-do-paraíso-rabilarga Vidua obtusa

Flycatchers & wattle-eye

Hornbills to honeyguides

mcta.gov.ao
Ministério da Cultura, 
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S
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S
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L
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XL

Woodpeckers to pipits

S

Wood Pipit 

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

White-breasted Cuckooshrike Lagarteiro-cinzento-e-branco Coracina pectoralis

Square-tailed Drongo Drongo-de-cauda-forcada Dicrurus adsimilis

Eurasian Golden Oriole Papa-figos-europeu Oriolus oriolus

African Golden Oriole Papa-figos-africano Oriolus auratus

Miombo Tit Chapim-do-miombo Parus griseiventris

Rufous-bellied Tit Chapim-arruivado Parus rufiventris

Spotted Creeper Trepadeira-malhada Salpornis spilonotus

Terrestrial Brownbul Tuta-da-terra Phyllastrephus terrestris

Miombo Rock-Thrush Melro-das-rochas-do-miombo Monticola angolensis

Red-capped Robin-Chat Cossifa do Natal Cossypha natalensis

Miombo Scrub-Robin Rouxinol-do-mato-do-miombo Erythropygia barbata

White-browed Scrub-Robin Rouxinol-do-mato-estriado Erythropygia leucophrys

Arnot’s Chat Chasco de Arnot Pentholaea arnotti

African Broadbill 

S

Cuckooshrikes to chats

African Golden 
Oriole  

M

Miombo Rock-Thrush 

M
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S
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S

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Willow Warbler Felosa-musical Phylloscopus trochilus

Neddicky Fuinha-de-cabeça-ruiva Cisticola fulvicapilla

Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis-de-petio-amarelo Apalis flavida

Salvadori’s Eremomela Eremomela de Salvadori Eremomela salvadorii

Green-capped Eremomela Eremomela-de-barrete-verde Eremomela scotops

Red-faced Crombec Rabicurta-de-faces-vermelhas Sylvietta whytii

Red-capped Crombec Rabicurta-de-barrete-vermelho Sylvietta ruficapilla

Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera-de-dorso-cinzento Camaroptera 
brevcaudata

Pale (Miombo) Wren-Warbler Felosa-carrica-do-miombo Calamonastes undosus

Southern Hyliota Hiliota-meridional Hyliota australis

Yellow-bellied Hyliota Hiliota-de-papo-amarelo Hyliota flavigaster

Warblers to hyliotas

Salvadori’s Eremomela 

S

Pale (Miombo) 
Wren-Warbler 

S

Red-capped Crombec 

S

Red-headed Weaver 

S

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Böhm’s Flycatcher Papa-moscas de Böhm Muscicapa boehmi

Ashy Flycatcher Papa-moscas-azulado Muscicapa caerulescens

African Dusky Flycatcher Papa-moscas-sombrio Muscicapa adusta

Collared Flycatcher Taralhão-de-colar Ficedula albicollis

African Paradise Flycatcher Papa-moscas-do-paraíso-co-
mum Terpsiphone viridis 

White-tailed Blue Flycatcher Azulinho-de-cauda-branca Elminia albicauda

Black-throated Wattle-eye Olho-de-carcula-austral Platysteira peltata

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Western Violet-backed  
Sunbird Beija-flor-violeta Anthreptes longuemarei

 Anchieta’s Sunbird Beija-flor de Anchieta Anthreptes anchietae

Collared Sunbird Beija-flor-de-colar Hedydipna collaris

Variable Sunbird Beija-flor-de-barriga-amarela Cinnyris venustus

Miombo Double-collared 
Sunbird Beija-flor-do-miombo Cinnyris manoensis

African Yellow White-eye Olho-branco-amarelo Zosterops senegalensis

Shrikes & starlings

Sunbirds & white-eyes

Sharp-tailed Starling 

M

 Anchieta’s Sunbird

S

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Southern Ground-Hornbill Calua-gigante Bucorvus leadbeateri

Crowned Hornbill Calua-coroado Tockus alboterminatus

Pale-billed Hornbill Calua-de-bico-marfim Tockus pallidirostris

Trumpeter Hornbill Calau-trombeteiro Bycanistes bucinator

Anchieta’s Barbet Barbaças de Anchieta Stactoleama anchietae

Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Barbadinho-de-testa-amarela Pogoniulus chrysoconus

Golden-rumped Tinkerbird Barbadinho-d’uropigio-limão Pogoniulus bilineatus

Miombo Pied Barbet Barbaças-do-miombo Tricholaema frontata

Scaly-throated Honeyguide Indicator-malhado-castanho Indicator veriegatus

Pallid Honeyguide Indicator-pequeno-pálido Indicator meliphilus

Green-backed Honeybird Indicator-eiegante-de-dorso-verde Prodotiscus zambesiae

Black-eared Seedeater

S

Gamebirds
Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Crested Guineafowl Pintada-de-poupa Guttera pucherani

 Finsch’s Francolin Francolim de Finch Scleroptila finschi

Cranch’s Spurfowl Francolim-de-gola-vermelho Pternistis cranchi

Raptors

African Goshawk 

L
European Honey-Buzzard 

XLPhoto English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Bat Hawk Gavião-mocegueiro Macheiramphus alcinus

African Cuckoo Hawk Gavião-cuco Aviceda cuculoides

Black Sparrowhawk Açor-preto Accipiter melanoleucus

African Goshawk Açor-africano Accipiter tachiro

Shikra Gavião-chicra Accipiter badius

Little Sparrowhawk Gavião pequeno Accipiter minullus

European Honey-Buzzard Bútio-vespeiro Pernis apivorus

Ayres’s Hawk-Eagle Águia-de-Ayres Hieraaetus ayresii

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

African Green-Pigeon Pombo-verde-africano Treron calvus

Grey-headed Parrot Papagaio-de-cabeça-
castanha Poicephalus fuscicollis

African Emerald Cuckoo Cuco-esmeraldino Chrysococcyx cupreus

Red-chested Cuckoo Cuco-de-peito-vermelho Cuculus solitarius

Grey-headed Parrot

M

Broad-tailed 
Paradise 
Whydah  

M

Owls to Scimmitarbills

African Barred Owlet 

M

Cranch’s Spurfowl 

L

Pigeons to cuckoos

African Green-Pigeon 

M

Finches & weavers

Narina Trogon 

M
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Miombo Birds of
Lisima lya Mwono*

‘The Source of life’
Of the 462 bird species recorded in 

Lisima lya Mwono, 98 are mostly associated with 
Miombo woodlands. Racket-tailed Roller 

M

Kingfishers & rollers
Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

African Pygmy Kingfisher Pica-peixe-pigmeu Isipidina picata

Grey-headed Kingfisher Pica-peixe-de-barrete-cizento Halcyon leucocephala

Woodland Kingfisher Pica-peixe-dos-bosques Halcyon senegalensis

Broad-billed Roller Rolieiro-de-bico-amarelo Eurystomus glaucurus

Racket-tailed Roller Rolieiro-cauda-de-raquete Coracias spatulaus

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Olive Woopecker Pica-pau-de-cabeca-cinzente Dendropicos griseocepa-
lus

Cardinal Woodpecker Pica-pau-cardeal Dendropicos fuscescens

Green-backed Woodpecker Pica-pau-de-dorso-verde Campethera cailliautii

African Broadbill Bocarra-africana Smithornis capensis

Black Saw-wing Andorinha-preta-comum Psalidoprocne pristoptera

Wood Pipit Petinha-das-matas Anthus nyassae

Tree Pipit Petinha-das-árvores Anthus trivialis

Woodland Kingfisher 

M

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Black-backed Puffback Picanço-de-almofadinha-austral Dryoscopus 
cubla

Brubru Brubru Nilaus afer

Orange-breasted Bush-Shrike Picanço-de-peito-laranja Chlorophoneus 
sulfurreopecttus

Grey-headed Bush-Shrike Picanço-de-cabeça-cinzenta Malaconotus 
bachoti

Retz’s Helmet-Shrike Atacador-preto de Retz Prionops retzii

Sharp-tailed Starling Estorninho-de-cauda-acumi-
nada

Lamprotornis 
acuticaudus

Grey-headed 
Bush-Shrike

M

Böhm’s Flycatcher 

S

White-tailed 
Blue Flycatcher 

S

Seedeaters & buntings

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Streaky-headed Seedeater Canário-de-cabeça-estriada Crithagra gularis

Black-eared Seedeater Canário-de-mascarilha Crithagra mennelli

Cabanis’s Bunting Escrevedeira de Cabanis Emberiza cabanisi

Collared Sunbird

S

Western Violet-backed 
Sunbird 

S
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Symbols used in this poster
Rarity levels Sex Map Symbols

Female

Male

Common Fairly commonUncommonRare

Lisima lya Mwono, means the 
“Source of Life”, a term used by 
local Luchaze people referring to 
the vast forested upper watersheds 
of the Okavango and Zambezi rivers 
in south-eastern Angola.

National Geographic 
Okavango Wilderness Project:
http://nationalgeographic/projects/okavango

*

28 – 37 cmL17 – 29 cm MS 11 – 26 cm XL 55 – 96 cm 

Size proportions used

Large raptors

Source Lakes

Towns

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Black Kite Milhafre-preto-comum Milvus migrans

Yellow-billed Kite Milhafre-preto-de-bico-amarelo Milvus aegyptius

Black-winged Kite Peneireiro-cinzento Elanus caeruleus

White-headed Vulture Abutre-de-cabeça-branca Thrigonoceps occipitalis

White-backed Vulture Grifo-de-dorso-branco Gyps africanus

Black-chested Snake-Eagle Águia-cobreira-de-peito-preto Circaetus pectoralis

Brown Snake-Eagle Águia-cobreira-castanha Circaetus cinereus

Bateleur Águia-bailarina Terathopius ecaudatus

African Harrier-Hawk Secretário-pequeno Polyboroides typus

Lizard Buzzard Gavião-papa-lagartos Kaupifalco monogrammicus

Gabar Goshawk Gavião-palrador Micronisus gabar

Dark Chanting Goshawk Açor-cantor-escuro Melierax metabates

Common Buzzard Bútio-comum Buteo buteo

Red-necked Buzzard Bútio-de-capuz-vermelho Buteo auguralis

Lesser Spotted Eagle Águia-pomarina Aquila pomarina

Tawny Eagle Águia-fulva Aquila rapax

African Hawk-Eagle Águia-domino Aquila spilogaster

Martial Eagle Águia-marcial Polemaetus bellicosus

Wahlberg's Eagle Águia de Wahlberg Hieraaetus wahlbergi

Lizard Buzzard

White-headed Vulture 

XL

L

Kestrels & falcons Gamebirds & bustards

Dickinson’s Kestrel 

L

Doves to cuckoos

Owls & nightjars

Swifts to wood-hoepoes
Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Little Swift Andorinhão-pequeno Apus affinis

African Palm Swift Andorinhão-das-palmeiras Cypsiurus parvus

White-rumped Swift Andorinhão-cafre Apus caffer

Red-faced Mousebird Rabo-de-junco-de-faces-vermelhas Urocolius indicus

African Hoopoe Poupa-africana Upupa africana

Green Wood-Hoopoe Zombeteiro-de-bico-vermelho Phoeniculus purpureus

Kingfishers to bee-eaters

Hornbills to woodpeckers

Pipits to orioles

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Long-billed Pipit Petinha-de-bico-comprido Anthus similis

Plain-backed Pipit Petinha-de-dorso-liso Anthus leucophrys

Buffy Pipit Petinha-creme Anthus vaalensis

Black Cuckooshrike Lagarteiro-preto Campephaga flava

Fork-tailed Drongo Drongo-de-cauda-forcada Dicrurus adsimilis

Black-headed Oriole Papa-figos-de-cabeça-preta-ocidental Oriolus larvatus

Cisticolas to crombecs

Flycatchers & shrikes

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Pale Flycatcher Papa-moscas-pálido Melaenornis pallidus

Marico Flycatcher Papa-moscas do Marico Melaenornis mariquensis

Southern Black Flycatcher Papa-moscas-preto-meridional Melaenornis pammelaina

Spotted Flycatcher Papa-moscas-cinzento Muscicapa striata

Grey Tit-Flycatcher Papa-moscas-de-leque Myioparus plumbeus

Chinspot Batis Batis-comum Batis molitor

Red-backed Shrike Picanço-de-dorso-ruivo Lanius collurio

Souza's Shrike Picanço de Souza Lanius souzae

Lesser Grey Shrike Picanço-cinzento-pequeno Lanius minor

Common Fiscal Picanço-fiscal-do-norte Lanius humeralis

Magpie Shrike Picanço-rabilongo Urolestes melanoleucus

Brown-crowned Tchagra Picanço-assobiador-de-coroa-castanha Tchagra australis

Black-crowned Tchagra Picanço-assobiador-de-coroa-preta Tchagra senegalus

White-crested Helmet-Shrike Atacador-branco Prionops plumatus

Waxbills to whydahs

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Western Barn Owl Coruja-das-torres Tyto alba

Spotted Eagle-Owl Bufo-malhado Bubo africanus

Southern White-faced Owl Mocho-de-faces-brancas Ptilopsis granti

Pearl-spotted Owlet Mocho-perlado Glaucidium perlatum

Fiery-necked Nightjar Noitibó-de-pescoco-dourado Caprimulgus pectoralis

European Nightjar Noitibó da Europa Caprimulgus europaeus

Rufous-cheeked Nightjar Noitibó-de-faces-ruivas Caprimulgus rufigena

Square-tailed Nightjar Noitibó de Moçambique Caprimulgus fossii

Western Barn Owl  

L

Pearl-spotted Owlet  

M
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M
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Souza’s Shrike 

M

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Brown-hooded Kingfisher Pica-peixe-de-barrete-castanho Halcyon albiventris

Striped Kingfisher Pica-peixe-riscado Halcyon chelicuti

Purple Roller Rolieiro-de-sobrancelhas-
brancas Coracias naevius

European Roller Rolieiro-europeu Coracias garrulus

Lilac-breasted Roller Rolieiro-de-peito-lilás Coracias caudatus

Southern Carmine Bee-eater Abelharuco-róseo Merops nubicoides

Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Abelharuco-andorinha Merops hirundinetus

Little Bee-eater Abelharuco-dourado Merops pusillus

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Abelharuco-persa Merops persicus

European Bee-eater Abelharuco-europeu Merops apiaster

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Icterine Warbler Felosa-icterina Hippolias icterina

Short-winged Cisticola Fuinha-d'asa-curta Cisticola brachypterus

Rattling Cisticola Fuinha-chocalheira Cisticola chiniana

Tinkling Cisticola Fuinha-rabirruiva Cisticola rufilatus

Black-chested Prinia Prínia-de-colar-preto Prinia flavicans

Tawny-flanked Prinia Prínia-de-colar-preto Prinia subflava

Yellow-bellied Eremomela Eremomela-de-barriga-amarela Eremomela icteropygialis

Long-billed Crombec Rabicurta-de-bico-comprido Sylvietta rufescens

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Southern Red-billed Hornbill Calau-de-bico-vermelho-austral Tockus rufirostris

Bradfield's Hornbill Calau de Bradfield Tockus bradfieldi

African Grey Hornbill Calau-cizento Tockus nasutus

Acacia Pied Barbet Barbaças-das-acácias Tricholaema leucomelas

Black-collared Barbet Barbaças-de-colar-preto Lybius torquatus

Crested Barbet Barbaças-de-poupa Trachyphonus vaillantii

Greater Honeyguide Indicator-grande Indicator indicator

Lesser Honeyguide Indicator-pequena-de-cabeça-cinzenta Indicator minor

Brown-backed Honeybird Indicator-elegante-de-dorso-castanho Prodotiscus regulus

Red-throated Wryneck Torcicolo-de-garganta-castanha Jynx ruficollis

Bennett's Woodpecker Pica-pau de Bennet Campethera bennettii

Golden-tailed Woodpecker Pica-pau-de-cauda-dourada Campethera abingoni

Bearded Woodpecker Pica-pau-de-bigodes Chloropicus namaquus

Swallows & martins

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Sand Martin Andorinda-das-barreiras-comum Riparia riparia

Barn Swallow Andorinda-das-chaminés Hirundo rustica

Pearl-breasted Swallow Andorinda-de-peito-pérola Hirundo dimidiata

Lesser Striped Swallow Andorinda-estriada-pequena Cecropis abyssinica

Greater Striped Swallow Andorinda-estriada-grande Cecropis cucullata

Red-rumped Swallow Andorinda-dáurica Cecropis daurica

Mosque Swallow Andorinda-das-mesquitas Cecropis senegalensis

Red-breasted Swallow Andorinda-de-peito-ruivo Cecropis semirufa

Common House Martin Andorinda-dos-beirais Delichon urbicum

Grey-rumped Swallow Andorinda-d'uropígio-cinzento Pseudohirundo griseopyga

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Copper Sunbird Beija-flor-cobreado Cinnyris cupreus

Amethyst Sunbird Beija-flor-preto Chalcomitra amethystina

Scarlet-chested Sunbird Beija-flor-de-peito-escarlate Chalcomitra senegalensis

White-bellied Sunbird Beija-flor-de-barriga-branca Cinnyris talatala

Oustalet's Sunbird Beija-flor de Oustalet Cinnyris oustaleti

Marico Sunbird Beija-flor de Marico Cinnyris mariquensis

Purple-banded Sunbird Beija-flor-de-peito-roxo Cinnyris bifasciatus

Crested Barbet   

M

Golden-tailed 
Woodpecker  

M

Starlings & oxpecker

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Splendid Glossy Starling Estorninho-esplêndido Lamprotornis splendidus

Cape Glossy Starling Estorninho do Cabo Lamprotornis nitens

Greater Blue-eared Starling Estorninho-grande-d'orelha-azul Lamprotornis chalybaeus

Violet-backed Starling Estorninho-de-dorso-violeta Cinnyricinclus leucogaster

Wattled Starling Estorninho-carunculado Creatophora cinerea

Red-billed Oxpecker Pica-bios-de-bico-vermelho Buphagus erythrorhynchus

Greater Blue-eared 
Starling 

M

Canaries & buntings

S

Cinnamon-breasted 
Bunting     

Larks

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Flappet Lark Cotovia-das-castanholas Mirafra rufocinnamomea

Sabota Lark Cotovia-sabota Calendulauda sabota

Dusky Lark Cotovia-sombria Pinarocorys nigricans S

Flappet Lark    

Southern Carmine 
Bee-eater  

M

Lilac-breasted Roller 

M

S

White-winged 
Black Tit     

S

Kurrichane 
Thrush     

Black-headed Oriole 

M

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Cape Crow Gralha do Cabo Corvus capensis

Pied Crow Gralha-seminarista Corvus albus

Grey Penduline-Tit Pássaro-do-algodão-cinzento Anthoscopus caroli

White-winged Black Tit Chapim-preto-d'asa-branca Parus leucomelas

Black-faced Babbler Zagateiro do Cunene Turtoides melanops

Arrow-marked Babbler Zagateiro-castanho Turtoides jardineii

Dark-capped Bulbul Bulbul-negro-do-norte Pyconotus tricolor

Groundscraper Thrush Tordo-de-peito-malhado Psophocichla litsitsirupa

Kurrichane Thrush Tordo-chincharrio Turdus libonyana

Familiar Chat Chasco-familiar Oenanthe familiaris

Sparrows to firefinches

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

House Sparrow Pardal-comum Passer domesticus

Northern Grey-headed Sparrow Pardal-de-cabeça-cinzenta-do-norte Passer griseus

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow Pardal-de-cabeça-cinzenta-meridional Passer diffusus

Green-winged Pytilia Maracacachão-d'asa-verde Pytilia melba

Brown Firefinch Peito-de-fogo-castanho Lagonosticta nitidula

Red-billed Firefinch Peito-de-fogo-de-bico-vermelho Lagonosticta senegala

African Firefinch Peito-de-fogo-de-bico-azul Lagonosticta rubricata

Jameson's Firefinch Peito-de-fogo de Jameson Lagonosticta rhondopareia

S

Mosque Swallow     

S

Short-winged Cisticola 

S

Copper Sunbird    

S

Oustalet’s Sunbird   

S

Violet-eared Waxbill 

S

Buffy Pipit     

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Blue Waxbill Peito-celeste Uraeginthus angolensis

Violet-eared Waxbill Monsenhor Uraeginthus granatinus

Black-faced Waxbill Bico-de-larcre-de-faces-pretas Estrilda erythronotos

Village Indigobird Viúva-azul Vidua chalybeata

Pin-tailed Whydah Viuvinha Vidua macroura

Shaft-tailed Whydah Viúva-seta Vidua regia

Long-tailed Paradise Whydah Viúva-do-paraíso-rabilonga Vidua macroura
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Green-winged 
Pytilia      

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Helmeted Guineafowl Pintada da Guiné Numida meleagris

Crested Francolin Francolim-de-poupa Ortygornis sephaena

Swainson's Spurfowl Francolim de Swainson Pternistis swainsonii

Red-crested Korhaan Abertarda-de-poupa Lophotis ruficrista

Black-bellied Bustard Abertarda-de-barriga-
preta Lissotis melanogaster

Double-banded 
Sandgrouse Corticol-de-duas-golas Pterocles bicinctus

Helmeted Guineafowl 

XL
Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Rock Kestrel Peneireiro-vulgar-
africano Falco rupicolus

Greater Kestrel Peneireiro-grande Falco rupicoloides

Amur Falcon Falcão do Amur Falco amurensis

Red-footed Falcon Falcão-vespertino Falco vespertinus

Grey Kestrel Francelho-cinzento Falco ardosiaceus

Dickinson's Kestrel Francelho de 
Dickinson Falco dickinsoni

Eurasian Hobby Ógea-euroasiática Falco subbuteo

African Hobby Ógea-africana Falco cuvierii

Lanner Falcon Alfaneque Falco biarmicus

Peregrine Falcon Falcão peregrino Falco peregrinus

Open Miombo Birds of
Lisima lya Mwono*

‘The Source of life’
Of the 462 bird species recorded in 

Lisima lya Mwono, 170 are mostly associated with
Open Miombo savanna.

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Speckled Pigeon Pombo-malhado Columba guinea

Red-eye Dove Rola-de-olhos-vermelhos Streptopelia semitorquata

Ring-necked Dove Rola do Cabo Streptopelia capicola

Laughing Dove Rola do Senegal Spilopelia senegalensis

Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove Rola-esmeraldina Turtur chalcospilos

Namaqua Dove Rola-rabilonga Oena capensis

Meyer's Parrot Papagaio de Meyer Poicephalus meyeri

Grey Go-away-bird Turaco-cinzento Corythaixoides concolor

 Diederik Cuckoo Cuco-bronzeado-maior Chrysococcyx caprius

Klaas's Cuckoo Cuco-bronzeado-menor Chrysococcyx klaas

Jacobin Cuckoo Cuco-jacobino Clamator jacobinus

Levaillant's Cuckoo Cuco da Cafraria Clamator levaillantii

Black Cuckoo Cuco-preto Cuculus clamosus

African Cuckoo Cuco-africano Cuculus gularis

Common Cuckoo Cuco-canoro Cuculus canorus

White-crested 
Helmet-Shrike 

M

African Hoopoe 

M

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Yellow-fronted Canary Canário de Moçambique Crithagra mozambica

Black-throated Canary Canário-de-garganta-preta Crithagra atrogularis

Cinnamon-breasted Bunting Escrevedeira-das-pedras Emberiza tahapisi

Golden-breasted Bunting Escrevedeira-de-peito-dourado Emberiza flaviventris

Crows to chats

Sunbirds

African Grey 
Hornbill 

L
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Lisima lya Mwono, means the 
“Source of Life”, a term used by 
local Luchaze people referring to 
the vast forested upper watersheds 
of the Okavango and Zambezi rivers 
in south-eastern Angola.

National Geographic 
Okavango Wilderness Project:
http://nationalgeographic/projects/okavango
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20 – 60 cmL16 – 21 cm MS 9 – 20 cm XL 76 – 150 cm 

Black-headed Heron

XL

African Sacred IbisXL

Size proportions used

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Moustached Grass-Warbler Rouxinol-do-caoim-de-bigodes Melocichla mentalis

Red-faced Cisticola Fuinha-de faces-vermelhas Cisticola erythrops

Croaking Cisticola Fuinha do Natal Cisticola natalensis

Zitting Cisticola Fuinha-dos-juncos Cisticola juncidis

Dambo Cisticola Fuinha-dos-dambos Cisticola dambo

Wing-snapping Cisticola Fuinha de Ayres Cisticola ayresii

Cloud Cisticola Fuinha-das-nuvens Cisticola textrix

Thick-knees to lapwings

Herons to ibises BustardsSecretarybird

Finches to canaries

Warblers & cisticolas

Brimstone Canary

S

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Secretarybird Secretário Sagittarius serpentarius

Source Lakes

Towns

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Black-headed Heron Garça-de-cabeça-preta Ardea melanocephala

Cattle Egret Garça-boieira Bubulcus ibis

African Sacred Ibis Ibis-sagrado Threskiornis aethiopicus

Hadeda Ibis Singanga Bostrychia hagedash

Hadeda Ibis XL

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Red-billed Quelea Quelea-de-bico-vermelho Quelea quelea

Red-headed Quelea Quelea-de-cabeça-vermelha Quelea erythrops

Yellow Bishop Cardeal-tecelão-d’uropígio-armarelo Euplectes capensis

Yellow-crowned Bishop Cardeal-tecelão-armarelo Euplectes afer

Yellow-mantled Widowbird Viúva-de-manto-amarelo Euplectes macroura

Fan-tailed Widowbird Viúva-de-espáduas-vermelhas Euplectes axillaris

White-winged Widowbird Viúva-d’asa-branca Euplectes albonotatus

Long-tailed Widowbird Viúva-rabilonga Euplectes progne

Orange-breasted Waxbill Bico-de-larcre-depeito-laranja Amadava subflava

Brimstone Canary Canário-girassol Crithagra sulphurata

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Spotted Thick-knee Alcaravão do Cabo Burhinus capensis

Collared Pratincole Perdiz-do-mar-d’asa-vermelha Glareola pratincola

Bronze-winged Courser Corredor-asa-de-bronze Rhinoptilus chalcopterus

Temminck’s Courser Corredor de Temminck Cursorius  temminckii

African Wattled Lapwing Abibe-carunculado Vanellus senegallus

Blacksmith Lapwing Abibe-pretibranco Vanellus armatus

Crowned Lapwing Abibe-coroado Vanellus coronatus

SecretarybirdXL

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Coqui Francolin Francolim-das-pedras Campocolinus coqui

Chestnut-breasted Francolin Francolim-de-garganta-branca Campocolinus dewittei

Crawshay’s Francolin Francolim-d’asa-vermelha Scleroptila crawshayi

Common Quail Codorniz-comum Coturnix coturnix

Harlequin Quail Codorniz-arlequim Coturnix delegorguei

Common Buttonquail Toirão-comum Turnix sylvaticus

Gamebirds & buttonquails

Crawshay’s Francolin 

L

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Common Swift Andorinhão-preto-europeu Apus apus

Banded Martin Andorinda-das-barreiras-grandes Riparia cinta

Banded MartinS

Swifts & martins

Crowned Lapwing

L

Collared Pratincole

M

Temminck’s Courser

M

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Denham’s Bustard Abetarda-real Neotis denhami

White-bellied Korhaan Abetarda-de-barriga-branca Eupodotis senegalensis

M

Common Quail

Coqui Francolin 

L

Zitting Cisticola  

S

 White-bellied Korhaan L

Long-tailed WidowbirdM

Yellow-mantled 
Widowbird 

S

Orange-breasted 
Waxbill

S

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Rufous-naped Lark Cotovia-de-nuca-vermelha Mirafra africana

Angola Lark Cotovia de Angola Mirafra angolensis

Eastern Clapper Lark Cotovia-batedora-comum Mirafra fasciolata

Fawn-coloured Lark Cotovia-cor-d’areia Calendulauda africaniodes

Red-capped Lark Cotovia-de-barrete-vermelho Calandrella cinerea

Chestnut-backed Sparrow-lark Cotovia-pardal-de-dorso-castanho Eremopterix leucotis

Larks

Angola Lark

S

mcta.gov.ao
Ministério da Cultura, 
Turismo e Ambiente

Fülleborn’s Longclaw

S

African Stonechat

S

Sooty Chat

S

Congo Moor Chat

S

Longclaws to chats

OZWT Area

Moustached 
Grass-Warbler 

S

Blacksmith Lapwing

L

Croaking Cisticola 

S

Denham’s BustardXL

Chestnut-backed 
Sparrow-lark  

S

Fawn-coloured 
Lark

S

Red-capped 
Lark

S

Fan-tailed Widowbird 

S

Photo English  name Portuguese name Scientific name

Fülleborn’s Longclaw Sentinela de Fülleborn Macronyx fuelleborni

African Pipit Petinha-do-capim Anthus cinnamomeus

Short-tailed Pipit Petinha-rabicurta Anthus brachyurus

African Stonechat Cartaxo-comum Saxicola torquatus

Congo Moor Chat Chasco-formiguero do Congo Myrmecocichla tholloni

Sooty Chat Chasco-formiguero-preto Myrmecocichla nigra

Capped Wheatear Chasco-de-barrete Oenanthe pileata
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Grassland Birds of
Lisima lya Mwono*

‘The Source of life’
Of the 462 bird species recorded in 

Lisima lya Mwono, 52 are mostly associated with 
the grasslands, including dambos.
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Agamas (Family Agamidae)

Tortoises (Family Testudinidae)  

Terrapins (Family Pelomedusidae)

Geckos (Family Gekkonidae)

Worm Lizards (Family Amphisbaenidae) 

Plated Lizards (Family Gerrhosauridae)

Rough-Scaled Lizards (Family Lacertidae)

Crocodiles (Family Crocodylidae) 

Chameleons (Family Chamaeleonidae)
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Reptiles (excluding snakes) of
Lisima lya Mwono*

‘The Source of life’

Symbols used in this poster

Habitat

Map Symbols

Rarity OZWT Area

Sex

Aquatic 
Species that are exclusively associated with 

permanent water

Wetland (arboreal)
Species that mainly live 

in the reeds and riverside grass

Wetland (terrestrial)
Species found in the vicinity of 

ponds, puddles, streams

Terrestrial
Species living on the ground

among vegetation or leaflitter

Fossorial
Species that live mostly 

buried underground

Arboreal
Species that mostly live in 

trees and schrubs

Source Lakes

Cities

Female Male

Abundant throughout the regionCommon and widely distributedRelatively common but extremely seasonalUncommon or irregularly distributedRare or very localised
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Scientific Coordination: Werner Conradie and Rainer von Brandis
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Map: Rainer von Brandis 
Photos by: Werner Conradie, Chad Keates (Crocodile, Lygocdactylus 
chobiensis) and Gotz Neef (Pachydactylus wahlbergii) 
Date: June 2020
First Edition

Dalophia ellenbergeri
Ellenberger’s Worm Lizard

  480 560

Skinks (Family Scincidae)

Skinks (Family Scincidae)

Agama aculeata
Western Ground Agama

117 106

Acanthocercus cyanocephalus 
Falk’s Blue-headed Tree Agama

167 135

Agama aculeata 
Western Ground Agama

 117 106

Kinixys belliana
Bell’s Hinged Tortoise

150 200

Chamaeleo dilepis 
Flap-necked Chamaeleon

 140 150

Ichnotrophis sp. 1
Rough-scaled Lizard

 150 200

Ichnotrophis sp. 3
Rough-scaled Lizard

N/A N/A

Ichnotrophis sp. 2 
Rough-scaled Lizard

60 62

Ichnotropis capensis 
Cape Rough-scaled Lizard

60 62 

Gerrhosaurus auritus
Kalahari Plated Lizard

180 215

Pachydactylus wahlbergii 
Kalahari Ground Gecko

52 61

Lygodactylus chobiensis
Okavango  Dwarf Gecko

42 38

Ichnotrophis bivitatta
Angola Rough-scaled Lizard

150 200

Pelusios rhodesianus
Variable Mud Turtle

180 220

Pelusios bechanicus 
Okavango Mud Turtle 

250 300

Pelusios nanus 
African Dwarf Mud Turtle

80 100

Eumecia anchietae
Western Serpentiform Skink

300 450

Lubuya ivensii
Iven’s Water Skink

95 100 

Panaspis cf. maculicollis 
Spotted-necked Snake-eyed Skink

35 43 

Sepsina angolensis 
Angolan Burrowing Skink

80 91

Trachylepis albopunctata 
Variable Skink

60 65

Trachylepis punctulata 
Speckled Skink

50 57

Typhloacontias rohani 
Rohan’s Blind Skink

80 90
Trachylepis spilogaster 
Kalahari Tree Skink

80 83

Trachylepis wahlbergi 
Whalberg’s Skink

90 110

Caption interpretation

Habitat

Scientific 
name

Common 
name

Rarity 
level

Max size 
per sex 
(mm)

Lisima lya Mwono, means the 
“Source of Life”, a term 
used by local Luchaze 
people referring to the 
vast forested upper 
watersheds of the 
Okavango and Zambezi 
rivers in south-eastern 
Angola.

National Geographic 
Okavango Wilderness Project:
http://nationalgeographic/projects/okavango

*

Trachylepis damarana
Damara skink

60 65

Trachylepis wahlbergi 
Whalberg’s Skink

90 110

Crocodylus niloticus
Nile Crocodile

2.000 3.500
Juvenile

Zygaspis nigra
Black Round-head Worm Lizard

250 280

Special captions

Juvenile

Tetradactylus ellenbergi
Ellenberger’s Long-tailed Seps

150 250

Juvenile

mcta.gov.ao
Ministério da Cultura, 
Turismo e Ambiente
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‘The Source of life’
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Symbols used in this poster

Habitat

Map Symbols

Rarity OZWT Area

Sex

Aquatic 
Species that are exclusively associated with 

lagoons and permanent rivers

Wetland (aboreal)
Species that mainly live 

in the reeds and riverside grass

Wetland (terrestrial)
Species found in the vicinity of 

ponds, puddles, streams

Terrestrial
Species living on the ground

among vegetation or leaflitter

Fossorial
Species that live mostly 

buried underground

Aboreal
Species that mostly live in trees 
and schrubs

Source Lakes

Dangerous 

Venomous snakes

Cities

Female Male

Abundant throughout the regionCommon and widely distributedRelatively common but extremely seasonalUncommon or irregularly distributedRare or very localised

Technical sheet 
Production: National Geographic Okavango Wilderness Project/ Bayworld
Scientific Coordination: Werner Conradie and Rainer von Brandis
Layout and Graphics: Fernando Hugo Fernandes - FHF Tracilustra
Map: Rainer von Brandis 
Photos by: Werner Conradie and Johan Marais (Bitis gabonica, 
Dendroaspis polylepis and Thelotornis capensis oatsei) 
Date: June 2020
First Edition

Caption interpretation

HabitatDanger 
indicator

Scientific 
name

Common 
name

Rarity 
level

Max size 
per sex 
(mm)

National Geographic 
Okavango Wilderness Project:
http://nationalgeographic/projects/okavango

Lisima Lya Mwono, means the 
“Source of Life”, a term 
used by local Luchaze 
people referring to 
the vast forested 
upper watersheds 
of the Okavango and 
Zambezi rivers in 
south-eastern Angola.

*

Special captions

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Leptotyphlops kafubi
Shaba thread snake                  

178

Philothamnus heterolepidotus 
Slender Green Snake                

N/A 499

Vipers (Family Viperidae)

Vipers (Family Viperidae)

Thread Snakes (Family Leptotyplophidae) Typical Blind Snakes (Family Typhlopidae) Pythons (Family Pythonidae)

Afrotyphlops schmidti 
Schmidt’s Blind Snake               

605

Python natalensis
Southern African Python              

4.200 N/A

Philothamnus semivariegatus 
Spotted Bush Snake            

825 850

Natriciteres olivacea 
Olive Marsh Snake     

290    407

Limnophis bicolor 
Bicolored Swamp Snake       

542    660

Crotaphopeltis barotseensis 
Barotse Water Snake                  

545 470

Cobras, Mambas and Relatives (Family Elapidae)

Prosymna angolensis 
Angola Shovel-nose Snake

225 300

Old World Snakes (Family Lamprophidae)

Xenocalamus mechowii inornatus
Elongate Quill-snouted Snake 

305    445

Boaedon fradei
Frade’s House Snake

608 738

Amblyodipsas ventrimaculata 
Kalahari Purple-glossed Snake     

305    445

Lycophidion multimaculatum
Spotted Wolf Snake

286 475

Psammophis zambiensis 
Zambian Whip Snake

N/A 500

Kladirostratus acutus acutus 
Branch Beaked Snake

1.077 1.055

Psammophis mossambicus
 Olive Grass Snake

1.415 1.285

Colubrid Snakes (Family Colubridae) Afrotyphlops angolensis 
Angolan Blind Snake                

900

Dasypeltis confusa  
Confusing Egg Eater              

290 N/A
Philothamnus hoplogaster 

Green Water Snake           
 662 685

Crotaphopeltis hotamboeia 
White-lipped Herald Snake                 

701 710

Dispholidus typus viridis 
Boomslang            
1.290 1.260

Philothamnus ornatus 
Ornate Green Snake        

420 595

Thelotornis capensis oatsei  
Oatse’s Vine Snake            

1062 975

Elapsoidea guentherii
 Günther’s Garter Snake 

560   467

Dendroaspis polylepis
Black Mamba 
2.330  2.530

Bitis arietans arietans
Puff Adder

1.090 1.100

Causus bilineatus 
Striped Night Adder

N/A 341

Bitis gabonica
Gaboon Viper
1.230 1.350

Causus rhombeatus 
Common Night Adder

830   680

Bitis arietans arietans
Puff Adder

1.090 1.100 mcta.gov.ao
Ministério da Cultura, 
Turismo e Ambiente
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River Frogs (Family Pyxicephalidae)

Golden-backed frogs (Family Ranindae) 

Puddle Frogs (Family Phrynobatrachidae)

Shovel-snouted Frogs (Family Hemisotidae)

Symbols used in this poster

Habitat

Scale Special captions

Rarity Lisima lya Mwono, means the 
“Source of Life”, a term 
used by local Luchaze 
people referring to 
the vast forested 
upper watersheds of 
the Okavango and 
Zambezi rivers in 
south-eastern Angola.

National Geographic 
Okavango Wilderness Project:
http://nationalgeographic/projects/okavango

Sex

Kassinas and Reed Frogs (Family Hyperoliidae)

Aquatic 
Species associated 

with permanent 

water

Wetland (aboreal)
Species that live on 

wetland vegetation

Wetland (terrestrial)
Species that live in 

the vicinity of ponds, 

puddles, streams

Terrestrial
Species that live on 

the ground among 

vegetation or leaflitter

Fossorial
Species that live mostly 

buried underground

Juvenile

JuvenileEndemic

Abundant throughout the regionCommon and widely distributedRelatively common but extremely seasonalUncommon or irregularly distributedRare or very localised

Twice the size Triple the size2:1 3:1Female Male

Map Symbols

Source Lakes Cities
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Scientific Coordination: Werner Conradie and Rainer von Brandis
Layout and Graphics: Fernando Hugo Fernandes - FHF Tracilustra
Map: Rainer von Brandis 
Photos by: Werner Conradie and Chad Keates (Afrixalus upembae, male 
Sclerophrys poweri)
Date: June 2020
Scales used: Approximately 2:1 and 3:1
First Edition

Amnirana darlingi
Darling’s Golden-backed Frog

55 72

2:1

Endemic
Clawed Frogs (Family Pipidae)

Hyperolius angolensis
Angolan Reed Frog

32 43

3:1

Hyperolius benguellensis
Benguela Reed Frog

19 24

3:1

Hyperolius bocagei
Bocage’s Reed Frog

21 27

3:1

Kassina kuvangensis
Kuvangu Kassina

51 51

3:1 Kassina senegalensis
Bubbling Kassina

52 52

3:1

Kassinula cf. wittei
De Witte’s Clicking Frog

21 22 

3:1

Endemic

Hyperolius raymondi 
Raymond’s Reed Frog

23 23

3:1

Phrynobatrachus cf. 
mababiensis

Dwarf Puddle Frog
19 21

3:1

3:1

Phrynobatrachus cf. 
natalensis

Snoring Puddle Frog
36 38

Grass Frogs (Family Ptychadenidae)

Xenopus petersi
Peter’s Clawed Frog

60 80

2:1

Rain Frogs (Family Breviciptidae)
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Caption interpretation

Arthroleptis stenodactylus
Shovel-footed Squeaker

33 45

2:1

Habitat

Scale used

Scientific 
name

Common 
name

Rarity 
level

Max size 
per sex 
(mm)

2:1

Ptychadena bunoderma
Rough Grass Frog

45

2:1

Ptychadena keilingi
Keiling’s Grass Frog

30 40

2:1

Ptychadena porosissima
Striped Grass Frog

43 49

Ptychadena taeniocelis
Southern Dwarf Grass Frog

35 40

2:1
Ptychadena uzungwensis

Udzungwa Grass Frog
42 48

2:1

Ptychadena subpunctata
Speckled-bellied Grass Frog

55 68

2:1

Ptychadena guibei
Guibe’s Grass Frog

36 43

2:1

Hyperolius nasutus
Large-nosed Reed Frog

19 23

3:1

Squeakers and Tree Frogs (Family Arthroleptidae)

Arthroleptis stenodactylus
Shovel-footed Squeaker

33 45

2:1

Leptopelis bocagii
Bocage’s Tree Frog

52 58

2:1

Leptopelis cf. parvus
Small Tree frog

32 48

2:1

Arthroleptis xenochirus
Plain Squeaker

17 24

2:1

Toads (Family Bufonidae)

Sclerophrys pusilla
Merten’s Striped Toad

65 80

2:1

Sclerophrys gutturalis 
Guttural Toad

90 120

2:1

Sclerophrys poweri
Western Olive Toad

90 100

2:1

Amietia angolensis 
Angolan River Frog

69 87

2:1

Xenopus poweri
Power’s Clawed Frog

56 71

2:1

Hemisus guineensis microps
Guinea Shovel-snouted Frog

37 55

3:1

Breviceps sp. nov
Rain Frog

32 38

3:1

mcta.gov.ao
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Symbols used in this poster

Caption interpretation

Proportions used

Rarity

Abundant throughout the region

Common and widely distributedRelatively common but extremely seasonal

Uncommon or irregularly distributedRare or very localised

Map Symbols

Source Lakes

Towns Technical sheet 
Copyright: ©Wild Bird Trust 2020
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Field and Photos: Frowin Becker, Roger Bills, Adjany Costa, Nkosinathi Mazungula, Gotz Neef, 
Paul Skelton, Russell Tate, Denis Tweddle and Ben van der Waal 
Date: January 2021 
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Lisima lya Mwono, means the “Source 
of Life”, a term used by local 
Luchaze people referring to the 
vast forested upper watersheds 
of the Okavango and Zambezi 
rivers in south-eastern Angola.

National Geographic 
Okavango Wilderness Project:
http://nationalgeographic/projects/okavango

*

Hydrocynus vittatuss
Tigerfish

Proportion used

Scientific 
name

Common 
name

Species 

Rarity 
level

Mormyridae, Snoutfishes

Pollimyrus castelnaui
Dwarf stonebasher

Pollimyrus cuandoensis
Cuando dwarf stonebasher

Pollimyrus marianne
Zambezi dwarf stonebasher

Labeo lunatus 
Upper Zambezi labeo

Labeobarbus codringtonii
Upper Zambezi yellowfish

Cyprinidae, Labeos,Yellowfish, Riverine Shoaling Minnows

Mochokidae, Squeakers

Synodontis woosnami
Upper Zambezi squeaker

Distichodontidae, Dwarf Citharines

Nannocharax lineostriatus
Slender citharine

Nannocharax dageti
Broadbar citharine

Nannocharax multifasciatus
Multibar citharine

Smilogastrini, African minnows
Enteromius eutaenia
Orange fin minnow

Enteromius sp,
Redeye minnow

Enteromius paludinosus
Straightfin minnow

Clypeobarbus bellcrossi
Gorgeous minnow

Coptostomabarbus wittei
Upjaw minnow

Enteromius afrovernayi
Spottail minnow

Enteromius barnardi
Blackback minnow

Enteromius barotseensis
Barotse minnow

Enteromius bifrenatus
Hyphen minnow

Enteromius brevidorsalis
Dwarf minnow

Enteromius chicapaensis
Redlip minnow

Enteromius chiumbeensis
Stumpy minnow

Enteromius sp,
Sharp minnow

Enteromius sp,
Purple stripe minnow

Enteromius fasciolatus
Red minnow

Enteromius greenwoodi
Greenwood’s minnow

Enteromius multilineatus
Copperstripe minnow

Enteromius poechii
Dashtail minnow

Enteromius thamalakanensis
Thamalakane minnow

Enteromius unitaeniatus
Longbeard minnow

Hydrocynus vittatus
Tigerfish

Alestidae and Hepsetidae, Tigerfish, Pike and Robbers

Mastacembelidae, Anabantidae, Spiny-eels and Climbing perches

Ctenopoma multispine
Manyspined climbing perch

Microctenopoma intermedium
Blackspot climbing perch

Microctenopoma sp,
Goldfleck climbing perch

Schilbe intermedius
Western butterbarbel

Siluroidei, Catfishes

Amphilius uranoscopus
Stargazer mountain catfish

Chiloglanis fasciatus
Okavango suckermouth
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Schilbe yangambianus
Yangambe butterbarbel

Cichlidae, Riverine Breams

Hemichromis elongates
Banded jewelfish

Pharyngochromis sp,
Blotched river bream

Clarias stappersii
Blotched catfish

Clariidae, Air-breathing catfishes

Clariallabes platyprosopos 
Zambezi broadhead catfish

Cichlidae, Tilapias and Largemouth breamsProcatopodidae, Top Minnows

Lacustricola chobensis
Meshscaled topminnow

Lacustricola johnstoni
Johnston’s topminnow

Lacustricola pygmaeus
Pygmy topminnow

Lacustricola nigrolateralis 
Blackflank topminnow

Lacustricolax mediolateralis
Sidestripe topminnow

300 – 750 mmL

L

L

Hepsetus cuvieri
Southern African pike

L

L

L

L

L

L

Sargochromis codringtonii
Dusky bream

L

L

L

Clarias theodorae
Snake catfishLL

Oreochromis macrochir
Greenhead tilapiaL

Sargochromis giardi
Pink bream

L

Serranochromis jallae
Nembwe

L

140 – 300 mm M

M

Tilapia ruweti
Okavango tilapia

Clarias (Anguilloclarias)sp.
Peatbog catfishM

Tilapia sparrmanii
Banded tilapia

M

M

M

Synodontis macrostigme
Largespot squeaker

M

M

M

M

Brycinus lateralis
Striped robberM

Pharyngochromis acuticeps
Zambezi river bream

M M

M

Micralestes acutidens
Silver robber

M

Labeo cylindricus
Redeye  labeoM

Opsaridium zambezense
Northern barred minnow

S

Zaireichthys kavangoensis
Kavango sand-catletS

Zaireichthys conspicuus
Blotched sand-catlet

S

S

S

S

S S

S S

Zaireichthys pallidus
Pallid sand-catletS

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S 25 – 140 mm 

XL

Neolebias lozzi
Banded neolebias

XL > 750 mm

Enteromius radiatus
Beira minnow

Parauchenoglanis ngamensis
Zambezi grunter

Clarias gariepinus
Sharptooth catfish

Mastacembelus frenatus 
Longtail spiny-eel

M Chetia sp.
Firebrand bream 

L
Serranochromis alvum 
Blue headed largemouth bream

Lacustricola katangae
Striped topminnow

S S S

S

Synodontis nigromaculatus
Spotted squeaker

Sargochromis carlottae
Rainbow breamL

Mormyrus lacerda
Western bottlenose

L

M
Marcusenius altisambesi
Upper Zambezi bulldog

SSS

Marcusenius lambouri
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Synodontis thamalakanensis
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Synodontis macrostoma
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Parasite of trees.  Important pathogen of 
trees such as cashew nuts and eucalypts. 
Role in native Angolan forests unknown.

Grows on dead wood.  Inedible when 
mature.  Tough and leathery.

This Angolan species is very small, 
less than 2cm.  Found growing in 
soil between leaf litter. Edibility for 
most species are unknown.

Most species in the genus are 
saprobic, but some may be 
mycorrhizal.  Many species in the 
genus are toxic to humans.

Root parasite of trees.
Reported to have medicinal properties.

Wood rotters

Poroid

Amauroderma subresinosum_1_1layer

Amauroderma subresinosum
Some species are parasitic on tree roots, 
others are saprophytic.  Several species 
in the genus are used in traditional 
medicines.

Amauroderma sp.
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Lisima lya Mwono, means the 
“Source of Life”, a term 
used by local Luchaze 
people referring to 
the vast forested 
upper watersheds 
of the Okavango and 
Zambezi rivers in 
south-eastern Angola.

National Geographic 
Okavango Wilderness Project:
http://nationalgeographic/projects/okavango
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Grows on dead wood. 
Inedible, tough and leathery.

Genus mostly known from Asia, but also reported from other 
continents.  Suggested to have originated in Africa.  Most African 
species now known as Afroboletus. 

Large edible miombo species, cap up to 30cm in size. The genus 
Amanita contains some of the most deadly mushroom species known to 
humans and should only be consumed if identity is certain.

Most species in the genus have a bitter taste. 
Several species are known from miombo forests in 
Zambia.

Associated with broad leave trees, 
but mycorrhizal habit unknown.

Common miombo species.  
Collected by locals in many 
African countries.

Grows in association with 
coniferous trees.

Some species may be 
edible when young, 
but eating should be 
avoided as it may 
cause gastrointestinal 
problems.  May have 
termite association.

Species identity not 
confirmed.

Microporus xanthopusPiptoporellus baudonii Lentinus sp.

Gilled

Gasteroid

Entoloma sp. Mycena sp.

Saprophytic

Mycorrhizal 
These fungi live in a mutually 
beneficial symbiosis with trees 
and plants.Without the forests 
in the Project Area these fungi 
will become locally extinct.

Saprophytes 
Saprophytic fungi are important 
in nutrient cycling. They break 
dead plant and animal material 
down into nutrients, helping to 
replenish soils.

Wood Rotters
Wood rotters break down wood, allowing it to 
be recycled into nutrients.  Some wood rotters 
may be parasitic, capable of infecting and 
killing living trees. Others are saprophytes, 
colonising and breaking down dead wood.

Mycorrhizal

Mycorrhizal

Suillus sp.

‘The Source of life’

Tylopilus sp.

Strobilomyces sp.

The genus is not well-known in 
Africa.  Taxonomy of Angolan 
species need confirmation.

Moxico
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Cuando
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ANGOLA
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Amanita loosii

Amanita tanzanica
Suspected toxic.  The genus 
Amanita contains some of the 
most deadly mushroom species 
known to humans and should 
only be consumed if identity is 
certain.

Amanita suballiaceae

Russula sp. 1 Russula sp. 2

The genus Amanita contains 
some of the most deadly 
mushroom species known to 
humans and should only be 
consumed if identity is certain.

Amanita vaginata

Mycoamaranthus congolensis

Scleroderma 
dictyosporum

Russula sp. 3
Common tropical African genus.  Some species 
are edible, but taste is not liked by most 
people.  Strong, acidic, peppery taste.  Avoid 
eating if not familiar with fungus.

Common symbiotic 
genus in African 
forests, including 
miombo forests.

This species has a very 
broad/thick stipe.

Known as “milk caps” in 
many countries because of 
white latex exudation from 
gills.  Common African genus.  
Some species are edible.

Cantharellus symoensii

Cantharellus symoensii

Lactifluus sp.

The genus includes important tree pathogens 
and secondary wood rotters.  Some species are 
used in traditional medicines.

Phellinus sp.

Boletellus areolatus

Fungi provide multiple essential ecological 
services.  This includes nutrient recycling 
through the decomposition of dead plant 
material and the provision of nutrients 
and minerals to plants through symbiotic 
associations (mycorhizzal) with plants and 
trees.  The fruiting bodies, mushrooms, of 
edible fungi provide an important source of 
nutrition to humans and are rich in proteins, 
vitamins, minerals and antioxidants.
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Trametes sanguinea
Saprobic on dead wood. Very 
common throughout Africa. 
Inedible - tough and leathery.

Taxonomy uncertain, thus edibility not onfirmed.  
The genus Amanita contains some of the most 
deadly mushroom species known to humans and 
should only be consumed if identity is certain.

Amanita congolensis

Species identity uncertain.  Some 
species in the genus are edible, 
but since the Angolan species is 
unknown, it is better not to eat if 
you are unfamiliar with it.

Boletus sp.

Unknown species, edibility unknown.  
Many species in miombo are collected 
and used by locals.

Cantharellus sp. 2

Medium to large edible miombo 
species.  The genus Amanita 
contains some of deadly mushroom 
species known to humans and 
should only be consumed if 
identity is certain.

(Less than 2 cm) (2-5 cm)

( 5-15 cm) (more than 15 cm)

Grows on dead wood.  The genus contains both edible and highly toxic species.

Trogia sp.

S

M

S

M
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Laboratory, Heronry Monitoring and Salvinia  
Control Botswana

Supported by Okavango Eternal, the Nkashi Lab provides the critical scientific infrastructure, 
equipment and training needed to safeguard the Okavango Basin. The Lab strengthens regional 
capacity through applied research, internships and long-term environmental monitoring.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

A locally based research facility reduces dependency on external institutions and builds credible, 
regionally led science. Conducting dedicated heronry tracking to evaluate avian breeding success 
and other crucial assessments helps to understand the indicators of wetland health. This scientific 
foundation directly informs active conservation. This research is also critical for combating invasive 
species, such as the giant-like Salvinia molesta (an exotic floating weed), which, when left unchecked, 
forms dense mats that choke out native biodiversity, block water flow and threaten local fisheries.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S 

	� The fully equipped science laboratory at 
the Nkashi Knowledge Center in Maun — 
completed in 2024, Botswana’s first eDNA 
laboratory — eliminated the need to outsource 
eDNA and pollution-monitoring work abroad, 
positioning Maun as a research hub for young 
Batswana scientists through a partnership 
with the University of Botswana / Okavango 
Research Institute (UB/ORI). The lab expanded 
its pollution monitoring capacity in 2025 
with new HANNA spectrophotometers and a 
high-resolution microscope. It now supports 
internships from BIUST.

	� Non-invasive eDNA sampling conducted 
through the Lab builds comprehensive aquatic 
biodiversity inventories, detects invasive 
species such as Nile tilapia and crayfish, and 
assesses the impact of overfishing, all without 
physically capturing specimens.

	� Following the discovery of significant Salvinia 
molesta infestations in the Okavango Delta, 
the Maun team, in partnership with ORI, 
established rearing ponds to breed weevils 
that feed on and destroy the invasive weed, 
avoiding chemical controls. The release of 
these weevils were informed by reports from 
the Department of Water Affairs, private 
reserves and local communities to ensure the 
control effort follows where the infestation 
actually is.

	� Drone imagery from five waterbird breeding 
sites (one in Kasane and four in the Delta), 
surveyed in July, September, October and 
November 2025, established the first baseline 
dataset for heronry breeding success in the 
Delta — a starting point for tracking wetland 
health over time.

	� In 2025, the Lab expanded its nutrient 
and macroinvertebrate analysis capacity, 
underpinning the Okavango Water Insights 
(OWI) project led by National Geographic 
Explorer Goabaone Ramatlapeng, which 
combines high-frequency sensors, daily water 
sampling and Indigenous knowledge to 
monitor water chemistry across the Delta.

Environmental DNA is set to transform 
environmental monitoring by allowing us 
to detect species through their genetic 
material in the environment, without 
the need for physical capture. With its 
non-invasive, cost-effective approach, 
eDNA promises to revolutionize how we 
protect and understand our biodiversity.”

G Ö T Z  N E E F 
P H . D.  C A N D I DAT E ,  N G OW P  R E S E A R C H  L E A D

Women and youth are now collecting 
water samples, learning to interpret 
results and using the data to protect 
drinking water, fish and ecosystems. When 
communities own the science, they become 
powerful guardians of wetlands.”

G OA B AO N E  JAQ U E L I N E  R A M AT L A P E N G 
N AT I O N A L  G E O G R A P H I C  E X P L O R E R
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Peatlands and Climate Research Angola
Research on peatland distribution and fire regimes in the Angolan Highlands Water Tower provides 
the critical scientific insights needed to understand carbon storage and climate resilience. In 
collaboration with The Nature Conservancy’s Natural Climate Solutions initiative, this work advances 
global restoration efforts by directly aligning with Target 2 of the UN Global Biodiversity Framework 
to restore 30% of degraded ecosystems by 2030.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Tropical peatlands are major carbon reservoirs. The Angolan Highlands Water Tower is emerging 
as a globally significant freshwater and carbon landscape — protecting it not only matters for 
communities downstream, but also for the global climate.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� Field operations ground-truthed 230 
peatland sites, including recovering a 
4.5-meter-deep core from a small river near 
Tempué, revealing over 30% organic matter 
content with origins dating back more 
than 10,000 years, turning an unmapped 
landscape into one with a quantified, 
defensible carbon story.

	� Modeling estimated total peatland 
coverage between 8,662 and 11,167 km² 
within the Angolan Highlands Water Tower 
(covering 2.28–2.94% of the entire area), 
providing Angola with its first definitive 
scientific baseline to actively steward 
carbon-rich ecosystems now designated 
within the Ramsar site.

	� The Lisima Peatland Fire Observatory 
conducted its first controlled peatland 
fire experiment, establishing an empirical 
foundation to ensure that future fire 
management decisions in these sensitive 
carbon sinks are guided by evidence rather 
than assumptions. 

	� Submitted the region’s first probabilistic 
peatland distribution map, co-funded by 
The Nature Conservancy — a pioneering 
spatial model to guide targeted 
conservation, land use planning and climate 
policy — for peer review in a scientific journal. 

T R A D I T I O N A L 
K N O W L E D G E

P H A S E  1  C U L M I N AT I N G  R E P O RT2 8 2 9



H O W  I T  S TA R T E D

When Okavango Eternal launched in 2021, the Traditional Knowledge pillar was rooted in the 
recognition that Indigenous knowledge systems are foundational to the Basin’s ecological integrity 
and community resilience. The initial design focused primarily on two targeted initiatives in Botswana 

— the Nkashi Classic mokoro race and expanding Backyard Expeditions for teachers, led by National 
Geographic Explorer Koketso “Koki” Mookodi — while traditional knowledge work in Angola was not 
yet formalized as a named program. This early phase laid the groundwork for building partnerships 
with elders, knowledge holders and traditional authorities across Angola, Namibia and Botswana to 
document, preserve and actively apply traditional insights to modern conservation.

H O W  I T  E V O LV E D

By the end of Phase 1, the Traditional Knowledge pillar had expanded substantially, evolving into 
a model in which cultural heritage directly informs biodiversity protection and fuels economic 
opportunities in alignment with De Beers’ Building Forever strategy.In Angola, the initiative grew into 
Ñgala Okola, a structured, community-governed knowledge documentation library led by National 
Geographic Explorer Kerllen Costa that spanned 150,000 km² — a scale unanticipated at the project’s 
launch. In Botswana, systematic documentation dimensions were added through the TEK and Fisheries 
Mapping work and the Manqee Project led by National Geographic Explorers Gobonamang Kgetho 
and Tumeletso “Water” Setlabosha, while the Backyard Expeditions program deepened its reach 
across all five eastern panhandle schools. By learning directly from generational stewards, the pillar 
explicitly linked traditional knowledge to local governance and livelihoods, informing the Watchers’ 
patrol design, shaping fisheries governance conversations, and underpinning the Nkashi Trails route 
assessments to strengthen long-term conservation outcomes.

TEK and Fisheries Mapping Botswana
The preservation of the Okavango Delta’s ecological integrity is inextricably linked to the cultural and 
ancestral knowledge of its people. By documenting the profound intersection of fishing practices, 
natural resource governance and oral histories, we are ensuring that the communities who have lived 
in harmony with this landscape for generations remain the primary architects of its future.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Fisheries are central to food security, livelihoods and cultural practice in the Delta, yet formal 
management systems often lack fine-scale local data. Integrating TEK into fisheries planning 
strengthens sustainability, supports inclusive governance and improves alignment between 
community practice and conservation policy.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� Community-validated data from 100 TEK–Natural Resources interviews and 60 structured 
fisheries interviews across 250 km² in Seronga and Gunotsoga integrated the insights of 
68 fishers, elders and Village Development Committee (VDC) representatives directly into 
fisheries governance, shifting decision-making from external survey dependencies to lived 
local observations. 

	� Presentation of research findings to local communities in Q1 2026 facilitated a consultation 
process that identified declining fish stocks, captured strong community support for closed 
seasons tied to traditional breeding cycle knowledge, and generated targeted calls for 
commercial fishing enforcement — translating raw documentation into a concrete set of 
community-backed policy recommendations.

	� The training and deployment of 18 Community Youth Mappers (of which 10 were women) 
across TEK and Trails activities built enduring geospatial capacity within the community, 
ensuring technical expertise outlasts any single project cycle. 

”The river tells you when 
to fish. Our knowledge 
is how we listen.”

F I S H E R 
S E R O N G A  C O M M U N I T Y
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Community-Led Mapping of Living Histories and 
Ancestral Geographies Botswana and Angola

Though independently co-funded and implemented as National Geographic Explorer-led initiatives 
rather than fully funded by De Beers, the Ñgala Okola (Ngoya) project in Angola and the Manqee 
Nga Muni Enda project in Botswana run in parallel to Okavango Eternal and remain critical to its 
progress. Driven by local Explorers Kerllen Costa in Angola and Tumeletso “Water” Setlabosha 
and Gobonamang “GB” Kgetho in Botswana, both activities treat communities as the authors of 
conservation rather than mere informants. 

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

These projects safeguard irreplaceable traditional knowledge, place names and ancestral 
geographies before they are lost to development pressures. By integrating Indigenous insights with 
formal science, these initiatives ensure that local governance forms the bedrock of regional planning 
and sustainable livelihoods.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� Documentation efforts in Angola covered 150,000 km², engaging over 200 villages across more 
than six ethnic groups to map oral traditions, ancestral routes and traditional healing systems. This 
knowledge directly shaped the design of the partnership’s Watchers, Healers and Knowledge 
programs, building them around existing community governance structures rather than outside 
models. 

	� Participatory mapping across Seronga and eastern panhandle communities in Botswana 
successfully captured traditional place names, settlement histories and clan relationships. Backed 
by strict community validation to ensure consent and accuracy, this mapping creates a data-rich 
ecological resource for conservation planners that is now evolving into Phase 2 “Knowledge Trails.”

	� Structured dialogues between traditional authorities and the government led to four sacred sites 
being identified for potential recognition as Cultural Sites under Angolan Conservation Law. 

Nkashi Classic Botswana 
The annual Nkashi Classic, which comprises mokoro (carved canoe) polers racing in a time-trial format 
in the Okavango Delta, honors these polers’ traditions, whose canoes and nkashi poles are essential for 
transportation, food gathering and tourism-based livelihoods. Over time, the mokoro has become a 
symbol of conservation, with polers guiding research expeditions and supporting scientific discoveries.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

The mokoro is more than a boat: It is a cultural identity. Conservation that communities celebrate and 
identify with is more durable than conservation imposed on them. The Nkashi Classic is the mechanism 
that makes conservation visible, social and locally owned. The annual mokoro race morphed into a 
platform for conservation education, women’s and youth inclusion, and local economic activity, so that 
a tradition at risk of fading with the older generation is instead drawing thousands of new participants 
and spectators each year, ultimately giving the Delta’s polers, especially women, a visible, celebrated 
route into conservation-linked income.

Instead of being idle, we are engaged 
in something meaningful that connects 
us to our culture and helps us grow.”

 
G A E T L H O P H E 
YO U T H  P O L E R ,  S E R O N G A
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9,500+  
cumulative attendees 

(2018-2026)

409  
polers competed  

(finals, cumulative)

75 
vendors across  

all events

71 
women competed in 

2025 and 2026

	� The annual mokoro race became a platform 
for conservation education, women’s and 
youth inclusion, and local economic activity.

	� Over 9,500 cumulative attendees between 
2018 and 2026.

	� 409 polers competed in finals (cumulative), 
of which 30 prize winners benefited directly.

	� 75 vendors across all events (cumulative), 
giving local traders a recurring, 
conservation-linked income opportunity.

	� 39 women competed in 2026, continuing a 
shift from a historically male-dominated event.

	� In 2026, 91 polers from 19 villages, aged 21-76, 
competed across six categories in Seronga.

	� The event now also has a significant 
impact on livelihoods in the area. In 
2026, it supported 22 local vendors, six 
entertainment groups comprising 29 
individuals and nine youth casual workers 
with additional opportunities.

	� Conservation messaging is integrated at all 
events through VR experiences, meet-and-
greets with Batswana scientists, Knowledge 
Bus activities, and storytelling, so that race 
day doubles as a conservation-education 
touchpoint for thousands of attendees who 
may not otherwise engage with the program.

	� Partnerships with the Botswana Tourism 
Organisation, ABSA Bank Botswana, the 
European Union and multiple private tourism 
entities, alongside De Beers, have diversified 
the event’s funding base beyond just 
Okavango Eternal.

	� The 2021 inaugural event, filmed as part of 
“Nkashi: Race for the Okavango,” reached 
4.34 million individuals through Nat Geo 
Wild, BTV and YouTube — bringing the race, 
and the tradition it celebrates, to a global 
audience for the first time.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

We can now use the river to make some income. 
Please continue doing this so that our children 
can also pole mekoros, just like our parents did.” 
 
B OAG O  T H O M A M O 
WO M A N  YO U T H  P O L E R ,  S E R O N G A

S T O RY  S P O T L I G H T

An Art Worth Celebrating: How the Nkashi Classic 
Turned Tradition into Delta Stewardship

T H E  B A S E L I N E

A Heritage at Risk of Being Lost 

Embedded in the living history and identity of the Okavango Delta, the mokoro has long served as 
the primary vessel for navigating these intricate wetlands. For generations, panhandle communities 
have stood atop these flat-bottomed wooden canoes, threading through the marshways using a 
hand-carved pole called an nkashi. This ancient art encoded an intimate understanding of shifting 
river channels, flood dynamics and seasonal wildlife behavior. Yet, by 2021, changing economic 
pressures and a lack of structured engagement left this heritage at risk. Indigenous communities 
around the Delta expressed feeling disconnected from the broader heritage the mokoro and nkashi 
represented. The idea that this cultural art form could once again be celebrated, showcased and 
invested in as the centerpiece of a community-wide mokoro race seemed out of reach. Younger 
generations were disconnecting from water-based traditions, women remained significantly 
underrepresented on the water, and local conservation initiatives were increasingly perceived as 
externally driven rather than locally rooted. When cultural connections to an ecosystem weaken, the 
foundational incentives for community stewardship decline alongside them.
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T H E  I M PAC T

How River Knowledge Built a Home and a Movement 

Tshegofatso’s journey reveals the true dimensions of impact in a remote Delta village and exactly 

why the Nkashi Classic matters far beyond the spectacle of race day. Within the Okavango Eternal 
strategy, this platform addresses a critical vulnerability most traditional conservation programs miss 
entirely: cultural identity. While research, governance and enforcement are vital tools, conservation 
that a community actively celebrates and identifies with is inherently more durable. By giving 
traditional heritage direct economic meaning, the Classic ensures that local stewardship is no longer 
an externally imposed rule — it becomes a socially reinforced choice, deeply tied to community 
pride, survival and opportunity. 

What began as an isolated competition has matured over five years into a self-sustaining regional 
movement, proving that when a community’s heritage is given direct tangible value, active 
landscape stewardship naturally follows. Driven by the Nkashi Trust — a nationally governed 
Botswana institution — the Nkashi Classic expanded its footprint across the villages of the Delta, 
drawing participants and polers to the race heats and the finals, as well as adding more inclusive 
categories for women, youth and elders. The project used these high-energy cultural gatherings 
to create a platform for conservation education, using the interactive classrooms of the Nkashi 
Knowledge Bus and Science Corner to engage residents through meet-ups with Batswana scientists 
and virtual reality experiences, and to support local economic development by engaging local 
vendors and youth casual workers to demonstrate conservation-linked livelihood pathways. This 
intersection of culture, economic growth and education transitions conservation from a top-down 
regulatory constraint into a durable, community-led framework, ensuring that the people who best 
understand the Delta are permanently positioned as its primary custodians. 

I decided to build myself a small 
house, a place where I could lay my 
head. … If it weren’t for the Nkashi 
Trust, perhaps I would have died 
without ever sleeping in a brick 
house. I would have only kept hearing 
about it from other people. But 
because the Nkashi Trust helped 
me, and God helped me find the 
strength to pole, I was able to make 
money and build for myself.” 

T S H E G O FAT S O  K E S E N O L O T S E R 
WO M A N  V E T E R A N  P O L E R ,  S E R O N G A

For Tshegofatso Kesenolotse, a veteran poler from Seronga, the river was always a place of grueling 
daily survival. The annual Nkashi Classic — supported through the Okavango Eternal partnership and 
the Nkashi Trust — transformed her traditional skills from an overlooked daily chore into a celebrated 
exhibition of artistry, economic opportunity and cultural pride. Yet, building this platform required 
overcoming deep-seated skepticism. It took many conversations to convince the Indigenous people 
of the Okavango that their routine water navigation was a profound talent and an art form worth 
showcasing, investing in and leveraging for conservation leadership.

Despite her deep expertise, Tshegofatso lived a life of humble means and did not own a mokoro of 
her own. Her daughter watched as she borrowed canoes from neighbors to venture onto the water, 
navigating treacherous currents in a mokoro that was not her own, only to defy the odds on race day, 
becoming a true pioneer against the historical underrepresentation of women on the water as the 
2025 Veteran Women’s Champion. Tshegofatso selflessly prioritized her family, channeling every cent of 
her prize money into building a brick house for them. Today, that house stands as a monument to her 
resilience, even without electricity or a surrounding fence. To finish it, Tshegofatso still wades into the 
river on borrowed boats, harvesting and selling wild reeds to save for the day she can finally command 
a vessel of her own.
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Backyard Expeditions Botswana
The Backyard Expeditions program enhances science education in the Okavango Delta by bridging 
gaps between teachers and students in remote areas in understanding local biodiversity and culture.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

There’s often a disconnect between predominantly urban teachers and the ecological and cultural 
reality of the rural learners they teach. Backyard Expeditions closes that gap by taking teachers into the 
landscape surrounding the villages where they work, guided by local elders and knowledge holders.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E

	� A series of 16 expeditions across all five eastern panhandle primary schools trained 108 teachers, 
a majority of whom are women, alongside eight local guides and elders, grounding educators’ 
environmental understanding in firsthand traditional expertise to cascade this place-based 
knowledge to some 1,800 downstream learners, as teachers carry what they learned back into  
the classroom. 

Every single teacher who has 
participated has left the experience 
with a profound appreciation 
for nature. There’s a new energy 
in them when they go back to 
school — they’re reinvigorated.” 
 
KO K E T S O  “ KO K I ”  M O O KO D I 
N AT I O N A L  G E O G R A P H I C  E X P L O R E R , 
N G OW P  B O T S WA N A  C O U N T RY  D I R E C T O R

S T O RY  S P O T L I G H T

Infrastructure for Ownership: How Traditional 
Mapping Secures the Delta’s Lifeline
T H E  B A S E L I N E

Invisible Knowledge and External Maps

For generations, the communities of the Okavango Delta have carried a vast, unwritten map of 
their ecosystem in their minds — knowing exactly where fish spawn, which islands hold sacred 
cultural value and which riparian plants cannot be cut. Yet, because this TEK was never formalized, 
it remained invisible to outside policymakers, land boards and commercial developers. Historically, 
conservation and territorial boundaries were drawn by external entities using cold satellite imagery, 
leaving local people as passive subjects of regulations rather than their authors. In the eastern 
panhandle, this lack of empirical documentation meant that the deeply entrenched wisdom of 
village elders was routinely excluded from the decision-making process. Without a mechanism to 
translate Indigenous heritage into a format that modern governments recognize, local communities 
faced the quiet erosion of both their resources and their traditional way of life, left with no way to 
formalize what they already knew.
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T H E  I M PAC T

From Single-Day Enumerator to Mapping Expert

The turning point in changing who controls the map is captured entirely through the journey of 
Jimmy Moyevu. Born and raised in the eastern Okavango, Jimmy spent his early career in public 
health serving under the Ngami District Health Management Team. In mid-2023, he joined the 
Nkashi Trust for what was supposed to be a single day of temporary work as a casual enumerator. 
Recognizing the deep structural connection between human well-being and environmental health, 
that single day extended into weeks, culminating in his official appointment as the permanent TEK 
Field Coordinator in January 2024. Under professional mentorship, Jimmy mastered Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) mapping and modern digital data collection tools, becoming the bridge 
between village elders and modern spatial science.

Today, Jimmy directly drives the system shift from his office into the field, replacing external 
mapping with community-led data security. He has personally trained eight Indigenous youth 
mappers to actively lead participatory mapping initiatives across the eastern panhandle, 
systematically documenting the heritage of community elders. Simultaneously, Jimmy coordinates 
24 community polers for the Nkashi Trails project — evenly split between the eastern and western 
panhandles — turning historical river routes into tangible economic assets.

Route assessments generated by Jimmy’s team have transitioned from abstract lines on a page 
into the formal basis for a Land Board application. When an elder names an island, they are no 
longer just sharing a memory; they are contributing to the empirical dataset required to secure 
a legal campsite permit. When a poler leads a reconnaissance expedition, they are no longer just 
scouting a river route; they are mastering the professional guiding skills required to host paying 
international guests. By equipping local people like Jimmy to translate traditional memory into digital 
code, conservation shifts from a top-down mandate into a tool for community ownership.

For me and the TEK team, true success is 
measured by the empowerment of the 
communities we serve. It is incredibly 
rewarding to see our trained youth 
mappers actively leading participatory 
mapping initiatives, managing local 
resources and documenting Indigenous 
knowledge from community elders 
and knowledge holders. Our ultimate 
goal is to see these local polers directly 
benefiting from sustainable ecotourism, 
transforming conservation into 
tangible livelihood opportunities.” 

J I M MY  M OY E V U

C A PA C I T Y 
B U I L D I N G
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H O W  I T  S TA R T E D

To support the vision of Okavango Eternal and align with De Beers’ “Building Forever” livelihoods and 
nature commitments, the partnership is dedicated to building local expertise and strengthening 
conservation leadership across Angola, Namibia and Botswana. Through initiatives in tertiary education 
and infrastructure development and support for the local workforce and leadership, Okavango 
Eternal is ensuring long-term, locally led conservation efforts while empowering future generations of 
scientists, conservationists and policymakers. From the beginning, capacity building was framed around 
three core pillars: scholarships, the Kissama Internship and localization. 

H O W  I T  E V O LV E D

While capacity building remained structured around these three original pillars, the depth and pace 
of institutional development significantly accelerated. When Okavango Eternal began, there were no 
formally registered local entities in Angola or Namibia. However, by the end of the partnership’s first 
phase, all three countries established nationally registered, citizen-led and independently audited 
conservation organizations.

Additionally, the scholarship program grew from a Botswana-focused initiative into a true Basin-wide 
investment. It now supports nine scholars in Angola, seven in Botswana, and four in Namibia, covering 
Ph.D. and MSc research across fisheries, hydrology, land cover, traditional governance, waterbirds and 
eDNA. The infrastructure dimension also expanded beyond its original scope. The Beetsha Nkashi 
Knowledge Center, the Tempué Conservation Development Node and the Kuito operational base now 
stand as permanent physical assets that did not exist when the program started.

 

Local Leadership and Localization Regional
Localization is the cornerstone of Okavango Eternal’s long-term success. Conservation cannot be 
imported. Locally led institutions are essential for credible, durable protection.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Long-term stewardship of the Okavango Basin depends on strong national organizations, skilled 
local teams and leadership that understands the cultural, political and ecological realities of the 
landscape. By building strong regional teams, developing local leadership and strengthening 
institutional structures across Angola, Namibia and Botswana, the program ensures that conservation 
efforts remain community-led and sustainable for generations to come.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� 3 national nonprofit entities have been formally 
registered: Fundação Lisima (Angola), Kavango 
Wilderness Project (Namibia), and Nkashi Trust 
(Botswana, renamed from Botswana Wild Bird 
Trust in December 2025). These are being led 
by local directors and staff.

	� Fundação Lisima and Kavango Wilderness 
Project achieved clean reports in their first-ever 
audits in 2025, giving funders independent 
assurance that locally led governance is 
functioning and not just formally established.

	� The organizations collectively had 96 full-time 
staff by the end of June 2026, an increase of 1% in 
the prior six months. Okavango Eternal funded 
79% of the positions. 84% of staff members are 
people of color; 27% are women, andfour women 
hold key leadership roles. 

As a local leader, I understand the culture, 
traditions, language and social dynamics of 
the communities I serve. This leads to stronger 
community trust and participation.” 

M O R U L AG A N Y I  “ R U L LY ”  M OWA N E N G 
C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  M A N AG E R
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Ph.D. Scholarship Program, Internships and Academic 
Development Regional

The Ph.D. scholarship program, internships and academic development initiatives made possible 
by Okavango Eternal support postgraduate research, applied training and early-career pathways 
for emerging conservation scientists from Angola, Namibia and Botswana. The program focuses 
on ecological and social sciences relevant to the Okavango River Basin while also strengthening 
institutional links with universities, research centers and government departments. Through a 
combination of full scholarships, partial bursaries and internships, the program is designed to bridge 
the gap between academic research and applied conservation practice in the region.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Long-term conservation success depends on strong local scientific and technical capacity. Angola, 
Namibia and Botswana all face significant shortages of locally trained conservation scientists with 
applied field experience or field training pathways. There is a limited pipeline for postgraduate 
students in the sciences working on Okavango Basin-specific research, which remains dominated by 
international researchers.

The scholarship program is building a connected cohort of early-career scientists from across the 
Basin whose expertise and research topics complement one another within a shared scientific and 
conservation framework. It is the foundation of a regional scientific community with its origins in 
the Basin — not dependent on international institutions for its continuation — that is building the 
pipeline of regional conservation leaders who will generate evidence, inform policy and lead locally 
grounded solutions. 

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� 20 Ph.D./MSc students were supported 
through Okavango Eternal, including:

	� 9 students in Angola (three Ph.D., five 

MSc/BSc), including three students from 

Moxico Province at the N’dunduma 

Superior Polytechnic Institute — the first 

tertiary conservation students from the 

Lisima landscape, meaning the program 

is now producing scientists from the exact 

communities it studies, not just training 

outsiders to study them.

	� 7 students in Botswana (four Ph.D., three 

MSc), researching land cover change, 

women’s use of Indigenous knowledge, 

waterbird movements, colonial breeding 

birds and eDNA.

	� 4 Ph.D. students in Namibia, focusing on 

fisheries biology, ecotoxicology, AI flood 

forecasting and Transfrontier Conservation 

Area freshwater ecology. 

 

 

 

	� Graça Catuti, a previous Kissama graduate, 
now manages the latest internship cohort, 
and Isilda Cavaleca, another graduate, heads 
the Knowledge and Healers Guardians 
projects in Lisima — the clearest evidence that 
the internship pipeline is producing leaders, 
not just alumni.

	� A Conservation Science Bootcamp, 
supported by the partnership, the National 
Geographic Society and the University 
of Botswana, trained an additional 10 
university students in hydrology, biodiversity 
monitoring and eDNA techniques, extending 
exposure to field-based science beyond the 
funded scholars alone.

	� The Kissama Internship program completed 
nine full iterations, training 33 Angolan 
scientists and conservationists (including 
18 women) in peatland ecosystems, fire 
management and environmental monitoring, 
so that Angola now has a repeatable pipeline 
for turning graduates into field-ready 
conservationists. This has already resulted 
in four graduates moving into full-time 
conservation employment, including two 
who now lead the Knowledge and Healers 
program they once trained under.
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S T O RY  S P O T L I G H T

Home Ground: A Young Scientist Reclaims  
the Miombo

T H E  B A S E L I N E

Untapped Potential to Build Local Expertise

Angola faces a significant shortage of locally trained conservation scientists with applied field 
experience. Tertiary education institutions have historically lacked strong conservation science 
programs, and the civil war disrupted a generation of academic development. The area has long 
been studied by scientists from outside it, and while the research is real and important, it creates a 
dependency: When the external team leaves, the data goes with them, relationships weaken and 
institutional knowledge does not stay in the country. 

T H E  I M PAC T

Next Generation of Conservation Leaders

By funding Ph.D., MSc and undergraduate students conducting research for their final-year projects 
from Angola, Namibia and Botswana, the program is investing in the next generation of local 
scientists and conservation leaders. These individuals grew up in the landscape, near the rivers and 
ecosystems they are now studying. They understand the cultural and environmental context of 
the region, speak the languages of the communities they work alongside, and are committed to 
building their careers in the countries they call home. Supporting these students not only advances 
critical research but also strengthens long-term scientific capacity, local ownership of conservation 
initiatives and evidence-based decision-making. In doing so, the program is helping to create 
a self-sustaining, locally rooted scientific community capable of safeguarding the future of the 

Okavango Basin.  

Laurinda Mandela De Fraga, an undergraduate biology student at Agostinho Neto University in 
Angola, is conducting vital final-year research on how fire impacts spider communities in Angola’s 
poorly studied Miombo woodlands. Spiders are critical bioindicators of environmental change, yet 
very little scientific data exists about them in Angola.

By funding her work in the remote Lisima landscape, the program has provided Laurinda with 
hands-on training in field research, biodiversity monitoring and species identification alongside 
national and international scientists. This support not only allows her to generate crucial data for the 
sustainable management of fire-prone ecosystems, but it also helps bridge the regional talent gap 
by empowering a young Angolan woman to pursue a lifelong career in conservation research and 
inspire others to follow.

As a young Angolan woman in science, I am 
proud to contribute to the understanding and 
conservation of my country’s biodiversity. This 
experience has strengthened my ambition to 
pursue a career in research and conservation, 
and I hope that my work will inspire other young 
women to follow careers in science and help shape 
the future of biodiversity research in Angola.” 

L A U R I N DA  M A N D E L A  D E  F R AG A 
U N D E R G R A D U AT E  B I O L O G Y  S T U D E N T  AT 
AG O S T I N H O  N E T O  U N I V E R S I T Y
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Infrastructure Development Botswana
The Beetsha and Maun Nkashi Knowledge Centers are permanent, community-based hubs designed 
to support cross-generational learning, conservation leadership, digital access, and sustainable 
livelihood development in the eastern Okavango Delta. 

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Many of the Delta’s most remote communities face limited access to educational infrastructure, 
digital tools, and convening spaces. The Beetsha Knowledge Center provides a permanent anchor 
for conservation, education, culture and enterprise in the eastern panhandle.

Dr. Ramatlapeng’s work linking formal water chemistry with Indigenous knowledge, paired with 
the project’s Backyard Expeditions, which immersed 108 primary school teachers in the TEK of their 
students’ lives, is helping close the gaps for eager young learners and bridge traditional knowledge 
with classroom teaching. Further, by demonstrating that Indigenous roots are an asset to scientific 
inquiry, Dr. Ramatlapeng has become the living roadmap she never had growing up. Ultimately, the 
true success of this initiative isn’t captured in raw metrics; it lives in the reality that when opportunity 
finally arrives in the village, a young girl in Beetsha can look at a world-class African scientist, see her 
own reflection, and realize she is no longer a spectator in the Delta, but its future author. 

P H A S E  1  O U TC O M E S

	� The opening of the Beetsha Nkashi 
Knowledge Center in April 2025 drew over 
400 members of the local community, 
representing more than a quarter of the 
village’s estimated 1,500 residents, as 
well as 80 VIPs and representatives from 
both regional and international media. A 
dedicated press day followed to further 
showcase Okavango Eternal and the 
partnership’s progress to date, leading to 60 
pieces of coverage. Notable attendees over 
the two days of activities included: 

	� The Honorable Ketlhalefile Motshegwa, 

Minister of Local Government and 

Traditional Affairs.

	� Kgosi Bonang Karundu, Beetsha Chief, as 

well as chiefs from five surrounding villages.

	� Representatives from Botswana Television 

(BTV), The Ngami Times, Botswana 

Unplugged and a freelance journalist who 

writes for outlets including The New York 

Times and BBC.

	� Since its opening, the Beetsha center has:

	� The 2026 Career Fair reached 949 

participants, including out-of-school, at-

risk youth.

	� 278 students have been hosted at Maun 

Nkashi Knowledge Center, which also 

supports the ecoclub of Matlapana 

Primary. We have provided regular 

environmental education to 33 students 

and built an Environmental Education 

Club House for the school.

	� 10 science-based articles shared on  

social media.

	� 118 people took part in Science outreach 

and 125 engaged with our Career Corner 

during Nkashi Classic 2026.

	� Hosted multiple workshops and meetings 

for conservation partners in the Eastern 

Panhandle, including Debswana, UN 

Women, CLAWS and EcoExist, impacting 

92 participants.

	� Infrastructure development supported 
a total of 99 jobs during its construction 
phases, including 36 jobs in Phase 1 and 63 
jobs in Phase 2, while also creating eight full-
time operational positions.

	� A total of about 500 families in the vicinity 

of the center are benefiting from the 

additional water, services and stability it 

provides.

I believe just like ‘nkashi,’ which 
propels mokoro through the Okavango 
Delta waters, this facility will propel 
this community forward.” 

M R .  K E T L H A L E F I L E  M O T S H E G WA 
M I N I S T E R  O F  L O C A L  G OV E R N M E N T 
A N D  T R A D I T I O N A L  A F FA I R S
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S T O RY  S P O T L I G H T

Bridging Science and Heritage: How Goabaone 
Ramatlapeng Empowers the Delta’s Future Authors
T H E  B A S E L I N E 

A Landscape of Invisible Barriers

For decades, the scientific research and storytelling of the Okavango Delta have largely been 
conducted by external entities, while the communities living within the ecosystem have been 
relegated to the role of subjects in these narratives rather than their authors. For a young girl 
growing up in a remote village like Beetsha along the Delta’s eastern panhandle, careers in science 
or conservation historically felt out of reach. Deep geographic isolation, scarce classroom resources 
and low teacher retention created a reinforcing cycle of exclusion. Because teachers in these 
panhandle schools frequently come from urban backgrounds, there is often a profound cultural 
disconnect between the educators and the traditional realities of their learners. Without permanent 
infrastructure, structured STEM exposure or visible local role models, local youth can be left with no 
roadmap to a career in science, reinforcing the belief that the future of the Delta is theirs to watch, 
but not theirs to write.

T H E  I M PAC T 

Healing the Water and Anchoring Ambition

Dr. Goabaone Ramatlapeng’s path into water science began far from the Okavango Delta, in the 
village of Kopong in southern Botswana, where water scarcity was a lived struggle. Witnessing 
prolonged periods with empty taps and watching families collect visibly unsafe water from a nearby 
river left her with a driving question: Why did communities have to struggle for clean water, and 
how could science fix it? Navigating a highly specialized field, she ultimately became Botswana’s 
first female hydrogeochemist with a Ph.D. Today, she brings those hard-won answers straight to the 
panhandle through her National Geographic Wayfinder project, Okavango Water Insights, at the 
newly opened Beetsha Nkashi Knowledge Center. Her project is helping link formal water chemistry 
with Indigenous knowledge, and her presence ensures that the youth of the panhandle now have 
the local, visible scientist they were historically denied. 

Dr. Ramatlapeng’s work linking formal water chemistry with Indigenous knowledge, paired with 
the project’s Backyard Expeditions, which immersed 108 primary school teachers in the TEK of their 
students’ lives, is helping close the gaps for eager young learners and bridge traditional knowledge 
with classroom teaching. Further, by demonstrating that Indigenous roots are an asset to scientific 
inquiry, Dr. Ramatlapeng has become the living roadmap she never had growing up. Ultimately, the 
true success of this initiative isn’t captured in raw metrics; it lives in the reality that when opportunity 
finally arrives in the village, a young girl in Beetsha can look at a world-class African scientist, see her 

own reflection, and realize she is no longer a spectator in the Delta, but its future author. 

Growing up, I did not have anyone 
to show me what a career in water 
science or conservation looked like. 
For girls growing up in Beetsha and 
other rural communities, where 
you come from does not determine 
where you can go. Curiosity, 
determination and a willingness 
to learn can be powerful guides.”

G OA B AO N E  R A M AT L A P E N G 
N AT I O N A L  G E O G R A P H I C  E X P L O R E R
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Infrastructure Development Angola
Through Okavango Eternal, the Conservation Development Node (CDN) in the village of Tempué 
and the Operational Base in the village of Kuito will serve as vital spaces for scientific staff and 
community members. 

While these spaces were under construction, the Okavango Eternal partnership listened to and 
engaged communities to understand other high-priority infrastructure needs. Thanks to the 
partnership’s actions, every resident of the village of Tempué now enjoys access to improved 
infrastructure, such as a refurbished primary school and clinic.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Sustained field presence in remote landscapes requires reliable infrastructure. Operational bases 
enable continuous monitoring, rapid response, staff retention and local employment, all of which 
strengthen long-term conservation impact.

In addition to bases for researchers, infrastructure improvement is also needed to support local 
communities as they face persistent challenges related to basic infrastructure access. Long distances 
to services, limited communication networks and relative social isolation from country-wide 
decision-makers increase vulnerability and place pressure on natural resources. By strengthening 
locally governed knowledge and social networks and incorporating traditional knowledge, this 
initiative improves quality of life while reinforcing community resilience and long-term conservation 
outcomes in the Okavango headwaters.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� Tempué CDN, originally planned as a brick-
and-mortar, was redesigned as a container 
build to avoid permissions issues and 
shorten the construction timeline. The 
completed site now includes a catering 
building, a wood-fired bread oven, ablution 
and laundry areas with workshops, an office 
building, and tent weather protection, all 
awaiting final inspection before handover.

	� Office facilities, accommodation, ablution 
blocks, and kitchen and dining areas at the 
Kuito base were refurbished and became 
operational in 2025.

	� The Tempué airstrip was refurbished 
and cleared of unexploded ordnance by 
the HALO Trust, and it is now routinely 
maintained and operationally active, ensuring 
rapid response and extraction if needed.

	� Several spaces were refurbished in Tempué, 
including the government water system 
and two primary schools, so that 6,000 
people now have reliable water access and 
3,615 learners of all ages benefit from the 
upgraded schools. 
 

	� Tempué clinic was refurbished with ceiling 
panels and electrical lighting, enabling 
evening consultations for the first time — a 
small infrastructure change that materially 
extends the hours patients can safely be seen.

	� A total of nine new bridges were built, 
collectively strengthening community 
coordination and safety across the region.

	� 4 traditional meeting structures were built 
near Tempué to bolster local governance 
and repair communication networks, 
thereby enhancing information sharing. 

	� 1 new community-managed municipal 
library was established, supported by two 
trained librarians in Alto Cuíto, creating the 
first formal learning space of its kind in the 
region and cataloging and providing access 
to approximately 2,500 books for over  
1,000 students.

	� This initiative’s scope of work created  
15 jobs and provided 20 men with 
construction training.

	� In total, infrastructure development outcomes 
benefit 18,500 people across Angola.
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C O M M U N I T Y 
D E V E L O P M E N T 
A N G O L A

H O W  I T  S TA R T E D

The initiative began with a focus on establishing the Tempué CDN, launching the Handmade 
enterprise and introducing beekeeping. This integrated community-building effort in the Lisima 
landscape aimed to improve well-being in remote headwater regions by weaving health, education 
and social infrastructure with traditional stewardship. It recognized that long-term conservation 
depends entirely on the resilience of local communities, like the Luchazi and Chokwe peoples, who 
have served as resident stewards for centuries. 

H O W  I T  E V O LV E D

Over Phase 1, this design matured into a fully integrated program led by Fundação Lisima, expanding 
into six simultaneous workstreams: health, education, agriculture, artisan enterprise, financial 
literacy and youth mapping. The most significant evolution was the unexpected creation of the 
Lisima Healers program, born from the realization that remote healthcare access is fundamentally a 
conservation issue. By boosting antenatal attendance from 45% to 70% and integrating six traditional 
midwives into the hospital system, the project deepened the community trust essential for long-
term conservation governance. 
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Health and Healers Angola
The Lisima Healers program works to bridge traditional and modern healthcare systems while 
improving access to healthcare in remote communities by training dozens of midwives and healers in 
over 40 regional villages. 

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Healthy communities protect landscapes better. When people are struggling with preventable 
illness, conservation becomes a remote abstraction. The integration of traditional and formal 
healthcare also demonstrates the program’s core principle: knowledge held by communities has 
value, and when it is respected, trust deepens. 

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� 32 traditional midwives across 40 villages 
were trained so that women in remote 
communities have a birth attendant nearby, 
instead of undergoing a long, unsafe journey 
to the nearest clinic. Six are now formally 
recognized by the health system and 
coordinate directly with the local hospital, 
which ultimately lifted antenatal attendance 
from 45% to 70% and enabled 17 recorded 
safe births in 2025.

	� 20 traditional healers were supported 
to document and transmit knowledge 
to younger community members, so 
that healing knowledge held by a single 
generation doesn’t disappear when they do. 

	� 6,500 community members received hygiene, 
sanitation and cholera-prevention education 
delivered by Community Health and 
Development Agents (ADECO), so families 
had the information to change everyday 
practices, ultimately producing a 40% increase 
in community-led latrine construction.

	� A feminine hygiene initiative, delivered in 
partnership with a government program, 
benefited 1,000 women and young girls, 
directly contributing to a sharp increase in the 
number of young girls attending school and 
participating in village activities.

	� Overall, this initiative helped deliver 774 
medical consultations in remote communities, 
improving access to basic healthcare.

The most powerful solutions for the future 
already exist in the present. We simply 
need to know how to listen to those who 
have carried them for centuries.” 

 
D R .  I S I L DA  C AVA L E C A 
P R O G R A M  L E A D,  F U N DAÇ ÃO  L I S I M A
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Lisima Knowledge
The Lisima Knowledge program aims to empower local communities by improving access to education 
while preserving traditional knowledge. Through partnerships with the Moxico Provincial Education 
Department, the program has helped identify and support local community members to receive 
certification to work as teachers across the region. The team also holds environmental education 
workshops with local children, which bring together traditional knowledge and academic science and 
impart the importance of learning about the landscape and preserving cultural ways of life. 

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Educational access in the remote headwaters directly shapes the program’s long-term conservation 
workforce. The Lisima Knowledge program ensures communities can produce their own teachers, 
librarians and future conservation leaders.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� 52 government-certified lecturers (including five women) have been supported through official 
testing and recognition — the first time lecturers in this area were tested and certified by the 
government — so that 3,369 learners, including 2,369 children in Tempué, are now taught by 
lecturers with recognized qualifications.

	� Of the original 52 teachers trained across two regedorias, 49 remain active and are supported 
through materials, coordination and learning spaces.

	� 3,369 children had improved access to education through refurbished schools and a library.

Sustainable Livelihoods Angola
The Sustainable Livelihoods program in the Lisima landscape supports community-led economic 
activities that are environmentally responsible and culturally appropriate. The initiative brings 
together regenerative agriculture, artisan production, honey and nursery development, and 
financial literacy.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Limited livelihood options and economic insecurity increase reliance on natural resource extraction. 
By supporting diversified, locally governed income opportunities, the program reduces pressure on 
forests and wildlife while strengthening household resilience.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

L I S I M A  H A N D M A D E 

The Lisima Handmade Initiative provides an opportunity for local women to support their families 
through traditional basket weaving, creating a long-term source of income that celebrates local 
cultural heritage and protects the environment by using sustainably harvested materials like grass 
roots. Outcomes included:

	� To weave the first basket, the team had to build trust, which took over one and a half years. Now, 
baskets are being woven again as a livelihood. From six members in one community, the initiative 
has grown to 350 members across 11 groups in eight different villages. 

	� Selection to represent Angola at the prestigious International Folk Art Market (IFAM) in 2026, 
securing international recognition for the program. 

	� Began market testing and more expansive sales through a partnership with the national handmade 
brand MUSA.

R E G E N E R AT I V E  AG R I C U LT U R E 

The regenerative agriculture initiative integrates conservation agriculture, agroforestry and 
regenerative techniques, and reduces slash-and-burn agriculture expansion. Key actions include 
farmer training, land rehabilitation, tree planting, nursery development, and cooperative and 
governance systems formation. Over the past five years, the program has:

	� Secured and mapped 200 hectares, consisting of a 180-hectare cooperative farmland and a 
20-hectare school nursery. 

	� Trained 137 farmers in conservation agriculture and agroforestry, distributing 449 kilograms of 
seeds; approximately 60% of the crops grown were sold locally.

	� Trained and equipped 123 individuals in sustainable beekeeping as an alternative, fair trade 
livelihood for families. Honey has always been part of the community, consumed and harvested 
through traditional knowledge. This initiative brought together this knowledge with more 
modern practices.
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F I N A N C I A L  L I T E R AC Y  A N D  S AV I N G S

The Financial Literacy and Savings program works to empower the Lisima community members to 
achieve financial security, economic empowerment and self-reliance by establishing and operating 
community-based savings and lending groups. It leverages existing informal savings practices, 
supports small businesses and promotes gender-inclusive economic development. It took time to 
build community buy-in for this initiative, but after a trip to Zimbabwe for knowledge sharing, the 
efforts were reignited. Over the past few years, the initiative: 

	� Expanded from a single group of seven members to six savings groups totaling 49 members 
and internal capital being generated through savings, lending and income from agricultural and 
poultry activities.

	� Successfully delivered seven workshops on community saving practices, financial planning and 
informal credit systems.

YO U T H  M A P P E R S

The Youth Mappers Project aims to craft a future where Indigenous and local communities wield the 
power of geospatial technologies, ensuring livelihoods, conserving vital ecosystems and building a 
world where tradition seamlessly blends with innovation. 

	� The Youth Mappers program consists of five members, with training offered through specialized 
workshops covering topics like Esri’s QuickCapture program. Their mapping efforts now cover 
agricultural zones, tree species, pest presence and new infrastructure. 

OV E R A L L  I M PAC T:  Across the Okavango Eternal period, a total of 922 community livelihoods 
were supported through direct engagement in Angola.

It is going to die with us if we 
do not pass it on. They spoke to 
us about organizing ourselves 
and building a handmade 
group. Many people said it 
would not work. But I always 
said, ‘we will build it.’”

 
M A R I E TA  K A Z I 
M A S T E R  W E AV E R  A N D  F O U N D I N G 
M E M B E R  O F  L I S I M A  H A N D M A D E

S T O RY  S P O T L I G H T

Woven with Purpose: How Lisima Handmade Revived 
an Ancient Craft to Support Sustainable Livelihoods
T H E  B A S E L I N E

A Heritage at Risk of Extinction

Throughout the Okavango Eternal partnership, sustainable livelihoods have become a cornerstone 
of conservation across the Basin. The Lisima Handmade Initiative is one of the clearest examples of 
that impact in action, and its success has shown how protecting ecosystems and building stronger 
local economies can go hand in hand.

In the Angolan Highlands landscape, traditional basket weaving is a time-honored tradition. 
Historically a household staple used to store grain or carry water, this generational craft was nearly 
lost after three decades of civil war that left Moxico province fragmented and nearly isolated. Even 
as peace returned, industrial development arrived, bringing with it new challenges. Traditional 
basketweaving practices began losing ground to cheap, imported plastic alternatives. A perception 
emerged, especially among younger generations, that basket weaving was archaic and didn’t bring 
economic opportunity. But one community member, Marieta Kazi, was determined to change 
that perception. Now in her seventies, Marieta was one of the few remaining women in the entire 
landscape who still possessed the intricate knowledge required to create these baskets. While she 
had the knowledge and a knack for galvanizing community members, she needed the support to 
scale what became Lisima Handmade. That’s where Okavango Eternal came in. 
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T H E  I M PAC T

Transforming Craft into Conservation Currency

With the support of Okavango Eternal, Lisima Handmade was launched in 2023, catalyzing a fading 
tradition into a powerful engine for community resilience and economic opportunity, especially 
for women and girls. Driven by the tireless championing of Marieta Kazi and implemented on the 
ground by Fundação Lisima, what began with just eight weavers has scaled into a thriving enterprise 
across seven communities with a membership of about 350 artisans. 

Fundação Lisima has been subsidizing this project by buying baskets to exhibit, as well as test or 
develop, in national and international markets. However, until a sustainable value chain is established, 
this income stream will remain supplementary and inconsistent.

The initiative has also expanded economic opportunity for people who have traditionally had few 
livelihood options. Marieta is unable to walk, so she has not been able to pursue farming or other 
physically demanding work. Lisima Handmade has provided her independence and allowed her to 
earn her own income while preserving a cultural tradition and inspiring legions of women basket 
weavers — whom she affectionately calls “The Mamas.”

Lisima Handmade also reinforces nature-positive practices, because every basket depends on a 
healthy forest. One of the most significant handicrafts of the local people is the Chihele, a tightly 
coiled basket intricately woven from the roots of the mukenge tree. Artisans harvest mukenge roots 
sustainably, gathering them only when conditions prevent damage to the trees, and use exclusively 
natural materials and traditional plant dyes.

Lisima Handmade and The Mamas have now earned recognition beyond the Angolan Highlands. 
With support from Okavango Eternal, the basket weavers have participated in cultural exchange 
programs in Zimbabwe, which is a huge point of pride and, for many, the first time they have ever 
traveled outside Angola. Their work has also since been showcased in internationally renowned 
galleries and auction houses, including Design Afrika, Kim Sacks Gallery, and Strauss & Co. Most 
notably, the collection has been selected to represent Angola at IFAM in 2026. 

By investing in traditional knowledge and artisans as a pathway to sustainable livelihoods, Okavango 
Eternal has demonstrated that preserving cultural heritage is inseparable from protecting the 
landscapes — and the communities — that sustain it.

When they first came to ask about the handmade 
things we make here and the skills people had, many 
people said it would not work. They said it was not 
true; that we would never succeed. But I always said, 
‘No, we will build it.’ I told them that many of us were 
getting old and fewer young women were weaving. 
I said, ‘It is going to die with us if we do not pass it 
on.’ Now, it makes me happy to see what the younger 
women are achieving. We make the Chihele so there is 
something to remember. The basket and our memories 
will still be here, and the plastic one will be gone.”  

M A R I E TA  K A Z I 
M A S T E R  W E AV E R  A N D  F O U N D I N G  M E M B E R  O F  L I S I M A  H A N D M A D E

C O M M U N I T Y 
D E V E L O P M E N T 
B OT S WA N A
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H O W  I T  S TA R T E D

Community development in Botswana began as a focused effort in financial literacy and knowledge 
centers, designed to build practical money management skills, encourage savings, and support 
women and youth in financing small enterprises. It gradually expanded into far broader community 
opportunities.

H O W  I T  E V O LV E D

Over Phase 1, this pillar evolved beyond its initial scope to include youth education pathways, 
ecotourism livelihoods and community-owned enterprises. What started as a simple mapping 
exercise grew into the structured Nkashi Trails ecotourism program, while Storytelling Clubs 
shifted from a media initiative into a genuine youth career pathway with permanent staff hires and 
a national exhibition. Alongside these new ventures, the financial inclusion program significantly 
exceeded its Phase 1 savings group targets. Financial Inclusion and Enterprise Development

Financial Inclusion and Enterprise Development in Botswana supports savings groups, financial 
literacy, and enterprise development to strengthen household resilience and expand conservation-
compatible livelihood options in Okavango Delta communities. The focus is on building practical 
financial skills, encouraging savings and investment, and supporting individuals, particularly women 
and youth, to develop and finance small enterprises.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Economic insecurity is one of the most direct drivers of unsustainable resource use. Savings groups 
and financial literacy create the economic stability that makes conservation-compatible choices 
realistic and not just aspirational.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� Grew financial inclusion from two savings 
groups and 73 people trained in 2024 to 
17 groups, BWP 635,000 saved and 465 
beneficiaries by the end of Phase 1, so that 
households in the Delta have a real, locally 
run alternative to informal moneylenders, 
which ultimately let participants fund 
enterprise applications and shift, in the 
groups’ own words, “from dependency to 
financial autonomy.”

	� 8 youth participants were motivated to move 
beyond savings to enterprise development 
by preparing enterprise funding applications 
for government social grants. Three of the 
youth successfully submitted applications, 
with results pending. 
 
 
 

	� 3 Smega Digital Wallet agents were 
supported in Gunotsoga and Eretsha, with 
three additional applications awaiting Bank of 
Botswana approval, extending formal financial 
services to a community that previously had 
to travel to Shakawe for them.

	� 132 Entrepreneurs (85% of whom are 
women) from the five villages of the eastern 
panhandle engaged in diverse livelihood 
activities, including horticulture, food sales, 
retail, second-hand clothing, internet services 
and informal trading, took part in enterprise 
development training.

	� The first round of one-on-one mentorship 
sessions was conducted in Beetsha, reaching 
14 participants. Mentorship provided tailored 
support to assess business needs, identify 
growth opportunities and strengthen 
enterprise strategies.
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Nkashi Knowledge
The Nkashi Knowledge initiatives in Botswana reduce barriers to education, skills development and 
learning opportunities in remote Okavango Delta communities. The initiative supports learners 
and educators whose access to schooling, professional development and STEM exposure is limited 
by geography, cost and infrastructure through three core efforts: the Itsoseng Out-of-School 
Youth program in Gudigwa, Educator Expeditions and STEM engagement activities designed to 
strengthen foundational learning, exam completion and science-based skills.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

In remote Delta villages, young people face a high risk of dropping out of school, while teachers 
often lack a practical connection to their students’ ecological and cultural realities. This program 
expands pathways into further education, employment and conservation leadership.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� To support disadvantaged youth seeking a second chance at their Junior Certificate or BGCSE 
exams, the Itsoseng Out-of-School Program in Gudigwa initially provided full funding for tutoring, 
study materials, transport, meals and exam accommodation. To build on this foundation and avoid 
operating in parallel, the initiative aligned with the Government of Botswana’s new Bula Buka 
Program, using the Nkashi Knowledge Bus to mobilize, register and guide 75 eligible youth across 
five villages — six of whom were selected for government exam rewrites, with vocational training 
selections anticipated in 2027.

Nkashi Trails for Community-Led  
Ecotourism Botswana

The Nkashi Mokoro Trails initiative is developing a community-led, low-impact tourism model in 
the eastern Okavango Delta that places local mokoro polers at the center of trail design, guiding 
and enterprise ownership. The work focuses on skills development, safety training and participatory 
reconnaissance of potential mokoro routes that align with cultural values, environmental sensitivity 
and no-trace tourism principles.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Mokoro polers are custodians of deep place-based knowledge and are integral to conservation 
and tourism, yet they often remain confined to low-value positions in the tourism value chain. 
Community-owned trail enterprises create incentives for conservation that are owned, not imposed.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� Nkashi Trails spent Phase 1 building the four elements that any community-led tourism enterprise 

needs to operate: legal governance, a mapped and permitted product, trained people, and 

outside capital. None of that is visible to a paying guest — but without it, there is no trail to sell. 

While Phase 1 didn’t produce a finished trail, the foundational building blocks for community-

led trails were established. Phase 2 is where those pieces combine into an operating, revenue-

generating ecotourism enterprise.
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I am very grateful to the Nkashi Trust and 
everyone who donated their time and funds to 
provide us with further education in the guiding 
profession. I aspire to become a professional 
guide — and a trainer myself one day.” 

 
N K A S H I  T R A I L S  T R A I N E E  P O L E R 
G U N O T S O G A

	� Governance: Nkashi Trails signed a formal 
Memorandum of Agreement with the 
Okavango Jakotsha Community Trust, 
ensuring mokoro trail development is directly 
governed by the community rather than an 
outside operator — establishing the essential 
legal foundation for the entire project.

	� Product: Supported by the UNDP Small 
Grants Program, the team conducted mini-
crossing and reconnaissance trails to test 
the model, georeferencing 12 islands in 
the NG12 concession. Three communities 
(Eretsha, Beetsha & Gunotsoga) were officially 
allocated three campsites by Landboard 
after the applications were facilitated by 
Nkashi Trust Engagement, with OKACOM’s 
World Bank workshop further presenting this 
community-led approach to Basin-scale policy 
audiences.

	� Enterprise Structure: The initiative provided 
business development support to four 
community-owned companies, ensuring that 
fully functional local businesses are prepared 
to operate the campsites as soon as approvals 
are finalized.

	� Workforce: The program trained 24 polers 
in camp operations, health and safety, and 
water-based guiding, with an additional eight 
polers undergoing certified guide training 
co-funded by the Royal African Foundation 

— positioning a fully trained workforce for 
Phase 2.

	� Livelihood Opportunities: Through ongoing 
mapping and trails development work, 10 
temporary livelihood opportunities were 
created for these polers.

	� Outside Investment and Validation: A newly 
established partnership with a private safari 
lodge will further develop the Nkashi Trails 
methodology, converting training directly 
into eight to 16 full-time poler jobs and 
demonstrating clear market demand for the 
program’s model.

Storytelling Clubs
The Storytelling Clubs are a youth-led capacity-building and livelihoods pathway that trains 
young people from Okavango Delta communities in ethical storytelling, photography, visual 
documentation and TEK. The program combines creative skills development with conservation 
education, financial literacy and enterprise basics, enabling participants to document their 
landscapes, cultures and environmental challenges from within their own communities. The initiative 
culminates in public platforms that bring together multiple cohorts to share their work with 
communities, decision-makers and partners.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Young people in the Delta are often excluded from formal conservation narratives despite being 
deeply connected to the landscape. By equipping youth with technical, ethical and entrepreneurial 
storytelling skills, the program preserves cultural knowledge, strengthens identity and creates new 
pathways into conservation, media and creative livelihoods. The expansion of the Storytelling Clubs 
in Phase 2 will not only build skills for more youth but also develop real income opportunities for 
members who can turn those skills into a practical enterprise. 

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� Over 100 storytellers participated across 

six distinct community cohorts: including 

Hambukushu, Wayei, San, Deaf, Girls and 

Maun groups.

	� The initiative hired three storytelling 

assistants as permanent paid staff and 

supported four female media interns from 

the University of Botswana.

	� Participants documented more than 100 

visual stories and artisan interviews across 

2025 and 2026, which contributed to the 

launch of the “Stories of Our Land” website 

and a national exhibition tour featuring 58 

young storytellers that drew 205 attendees.

	� Youth storytellers earned income by 

providing paid coverage for more than 

50 Nkashi Trust events and workshops. 

Additionally, 23 of the Storytellers received 

commissions from various sources including 

Disney/De Beers.

	� Program participant Manda Julious earned 

creative commissions for Disney and De 

Beers, retook her Cambridge exams, and 

began professional training in camp 

management and guiding.
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L O C A L  I M PA C T 
C O M M U N I C AT I O N S

Focusing on collecting and sharing authentic stories directly from the Basin provides a platform for 
local community members to showcase the real-world change and impact driven by this partnership. 
By highlighting these narratives, Okavango Eternal raises global awareness of the Okavango’s 
unique wonder while reinforcing the vital role of traditional knowledge in protecting the natural 
world. This storytelling approach, aligned with De Beers’ Building Forever focus on Livelihoods, 
Nature and Climate, does more than just inform; it builds the deep-rooted community support and 
transboundary cooperation essential for long-term biodiversity protection. 

H O W  I T  S TA R T E D

The original framing for Conservation Media under Okavango Eternal focused on high-production 
international content: the Nkashi film, the National Geographic-Disney partnership and a paid media 
campaign. These were delivered, and the results were significant: 4.34 million viewers for the Nkashi 
documentary and 100 million people reached through the NatGeo CreativeWorks campaign.

H O W  I T  E V O LV E D

What evolved alongside this, and arguably became the more lasting contribution, was the shift 
toward locally authored content. The Storytelling Clubs, the “Stories of Our Land” exhibition, the 
national Photo Camps in all three countries, and the “Batho Ba Metsi” film represented a deliberate 
shift from producing content about communities to building the capacity of communities to 
produce it themselves. The pillar’s name change from “Conservation Media” to “Local Impact 
Communications” in the 2025 report reflects that evolution.
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P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

Digital Storytelling and Social Media Regional
Social media is critical for telling the story of our partnership. It elevates the voices of Explorers and 
community leaders who bring the work to life, fosters a community of engaged, loyal supporters 
connected to our mission, and builds transparency into the progress we’ve made. 

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Visibility shapes understanding, support and influence. For younger and more global audiences, 
social media is often their first touchpoint into a brand or partnership, and it entices them to explore 
further through our website and earned media coverage. Social media also allows us to extend the 
reach and lifespan of earned media coverage. Strong digital reach ensures that community voices, 
traditional knowledge and field-based research are seen and valued beyond local contexts. For 
community partners, digital storytelling creates pride and recognition. For donors and institutions, it 
provides transparency.

15M
content views across 

all platforms

1.2M
total followers across 

all platforms

700K+
combined content 

interactions

600K+
visits to our social 

media profiles

	� During Okavango Eternal Phase 1, the 
partnership’s digital communications have 
expanded to a combined audience of more 
than 1.2 million followers, generating over  
15 million content views and 700,000 content 
interactions across Facebook, Instagram 
 and LinkedIn.

	� Wild Bird Trust: Continued to anchor the 
partnership’s digital presence, growing a 
community of more than 1.1 million followers. 

	� Nkashi Trust: Grew from a small community 
audience into one of Botswana’s most 
prominent conservation communication 
platforms, reaching more than 33,000 
followers and generating 3.89 million 
Facebook content views.

	� Fundação Lisima: Established a strong digital 
presence for conservation in Angola, building 
an audience of more than 4,000 followers, 
including nearly 3,000 on LinkedIn.

	� Kavango Wilderness Project: Launched in 
2025, establishing a new conservation brand 
and reaching more than 1,000 followers, 
143,000 content views and 4,500 content 
interactions within its first 18 months.

	� Okavango Wilderness Project: Built an 
engaged audience of more than  
100,000 followers.
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Conservation Education and Community  
Outreach Botswana

The Conservation Education and Community Outreach initiative focuses on building environmental 
awareness, fostering stewardship and promoting community ownership of conservation solutions 
in the Okavango Delta. The program uses mobile outreach, community events and place-based 
learning to connect people directly to conservation issues affecting their local landscapes. Key 
delivery platforms include the Okavango Eternal-supported Nkashi Knowledge Bus (programming) 
and Nkashi Knowledge Centers, which function as mobile and fixed hubs for conservation dialogue, 
storytelling and community engagement.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Communities living closest to degraded or at-risk ecosystems play a critical role in their recovery 
and protection. Conservation knowledge and engagement opportunities remain uneven across the 
Delta, and this program brings them to where communities are.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

	� Nkashi Knowledge Bus: Reached 823 
students (of which 450 were girls) through 
its school program across the five primary 
schools of the eastern Panhandle and, during 
the last two Nkashi Classics, 638 people 
participated through VR, quizzes, film 
screenings and storytelling.

	� The Bus has also reached 9,687 people 

through conservation education, 

extension services and village film 

screenings in villages the fixed Knowledge 

Centers can’t reach.

	� World Lion Day (2025): 700+ community 
members were reached through joint events 
with CLAWS Conservancy in Gunotsoga, 
Eretsha and Beetsha.

	� Fire management training at Beetsha NKC: 
32 participants (17 men, 15 women) from four 
villages produced village-specific fire plans, 
ensuring each village returned home with a 
plan tailored to its unique landscape rather 
than a generic template.

	� Conservation film screenings: More than 
250 Setswana-language screenings were 
held across the region, delivering critical 
environmental programming directly to 
audiences in their native language rather than 
on English-language conservation media.

	� “Nkashi: Race for the Okavango” 
documentary: Reached 13 villages and 4,500 
people through a roadshow; 2.2 million viewers 
on Nat Geo Wild; and 2.14 million via BTV.

	� National Geographic Creative Works paid 
media campaign: Public outreach efforts 
reached 100 million individuals, securing a 94% 
campaign recognition rate and 76% message 
recall among the target audience, while 
driving 1.1 million active digital engagements.
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Impact Film Botswana
“Nkashi: Race for the Okavango” is an impact film created by the National Geographic Society’s 

Impact Story Lab and partially funded by the Okavango Eternal Partnership. It was produced 
through a collaborative partnership between the Society and Batswana storytellers. 

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

“Nkashi: Race for the Okavango” was created and produced with a Batswana-owned production 
company and an all-local cast and crew, making the film a genuine cultural artifact rather than an 
imported narrative. At the end of its dissemination life cycle, the impact film will have helped ensure 
that audiences understand the Okavango Delta as a place of people, culture and living traditions 
that are central to conservation — not just lodges and wildlife.

151
million readers 
of print, online 

and social media 
coverage.

9
awards received, 

including Anthem, 
Jackson Wild, Telly  

and Pridelands.

26,900
trailer views 

across Vimeo and 
Instagram.

4,500
local Motswana 

attendees at 
rural community 

roadshows.

18
filmmakers trained 

through ISL 
workshops.

Premiered in Maun 
and Gaborone in 
March 2023 with 
an introduction 

in Gaborone 
by President 

Mokgweetsi Masisi 
and remarks by 
Society and De 

Beers CEOs.

P H A S E  1  O U T C O M E S

For me, conservation education is about more than just creating awareness: it 
should empower people to become active stewards of their environment, to 
change their attitudes and perceptions about protecting their environment for the 
better. I have witnessed and heard people in the communities taking ownership of 
conservation initiatives because they understand that the future of the Okavango 
Delta depends on all of us, and being proud of all this. Through dialogues, 
education, and collaboration, I strive to nourish a shared sense of responsibility 
for protecting one of the world’s most important wetland ecosystems, ensuring 
that it continues to thrive and sustain livelihoods for many generations to come.”

G O S A I T S E  T U B AT S I 
N K A S H I  S C I E N C E  A N D  C O N S E RVAT I O N  E D U C AT I O N  O F F I C E R 
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S T O RY  S P O T L I G H T

Elevating Local Voices: How Nkashi Storytelling Clubs 
Are Reclaiming the Basin’s Narrative
T H E  B A S E L I N E : 

A Story Told by Others

For decades, stories about the Okavango Basin were largely told through an outsider’s lens. Often, stories 

focused on the region’s abundant wildlife and sustaining waters — but hardly the people who live there. While 

international filmmakers brought attention to the Basin, local communities were rarely behind the camera or 

shaping the narratives of their own home, reinforcing a deep-seated perception of “parachute storytelling.”

When Okavango Eternal launched in 2021, building on the Society’s theory of change, the initiative recognized 

that protecting the Okavango required more than science and conservation. It required powerful storytelling 

that could inspire people to care and act to protect the landscape — and that storytelling needed to be led 

by local voices. Rather than simply producing another conservation film, the partnership set out to transform 

how stories are created in Botswana, investing in local filmmakers, musicians, artists and young creatives while 

helping to build the Basin’s creative economy. 

T H E  I M PAC T

From One Film to a Cultural Movement

That vision began with “Nkashi: Race for the Okavango,” a documentary that reimagined how 
conservation stories could be created in Botswana. The production prioritized local talent at every 
stage: from crew members and cinematographers to musicians behind the soundtrack and artists and 
designers who created the film’s visual identity. 

The world took notice. “Nkashi” earned international acclaim, including honors at the prestigious 
Jackson Wild Media Awards, elevating Botswana’s creative talent onto the global stage while also 
earning praise from the country’s president, ministerial leaders and traditional chiefs. But perhaps its 
greatest impact was felt at home. Following the film’s release, attendance at the annual Nkashi Classic 
increased by 157%, introducing thousands more people to the race’s celebration of traditional mokoro 
culture and the livelihood opportunities that come with poling while strengthening community pride 
in the Delta’s cultural heritage. 

Building on the success of “Nkashi,” Okavango Eternal has continued to invest in locally-led storytelling 
as a force for conservation impact. The partnership helped establish the Nkashi Storytelling Clubs, 
creating a forum where more than 80 emerging storytellers and photographers receive mentorship, 
document the Delta through their own authentic perspectives, and develop skills that can lead to 
meaningful livelihood opportunities. The Nkashi Knowledge Centers in Maun and Beetsha have offered 
a hub where they can learn, collaborate and share their work with their communities.

That investment is already creating new opportunities. In 2025, members of the Storytelling Clubs 
presented “Stories of Our Land,” an exhibition at the Nhabe Museum that welcomed audiences ranging 
from local school groups to the UK High Commissioner, with prints available for purchase to support 
the artists. Several participants have since secured employment, including full-time positions with the 
Nkashi Trust and roles documenting the Okavango Delta Crossings’ scientific expeditions.

As Okavango Eternal enters its next phase, this vision offers an opportunity to grow beyond Botswana, 
by creating a network of storytelling clubs across the Basin that amplify local voices, create economic 
opportunity and ensure the story of the Okavango is told by those who know it best.

The Delta is one of the most photographed places in the world, yet too often, the people who live there are not 
behind the camera. That’s what inspired the Storytelling Clubs at Nkashi Trust. They learn how to identify a 
story, capture it visually, edit their work and share it with the world. With support through the Okavango Eternal 
partnership between National Geographic and De Beers that aims to create livelihood opportunities, we have also 
been able to scale and expand the clubs to reach more people. We now have several cohorts.” 

“I want to expand the clubs across the Okavango Delta and eventually throughout Botswana. My vision is to build 
a network of skilled local storytellers who create work that supports livelihoods, strengthens cultural identity and 
promotes conservation. Over time, these storytellers will influence how our communities and the world see the 
Delta, shaping policies, tourism and cultural pride.” 

K A R A B O  L E B R O N P E T E R
S TO RY T E L L I N G  M A N AG E R ,  N K A S H I  T R U S T 

I didn’t know I could just hold a camera … in terms of holding a camera and telling a story about a picture, it wasn’t 
in my dream. [...] Now I will say I am a storyteller and a photographer — a storytelling photographer.” 

E R I C  H A I M B I R I

N K A S H I  S TO RY T E L L I N G  A S S I S TA N T,  N K A S H I  T R U S T 
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	� National Geographic Society 
De Beers And National Geographic Partner  
To Protect A Natural Wonder​​​​‌‌​​‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌​​‌​​​

	� Botswana Youth Magazine 
De Beers’ 4 Primary focus areas towards 
Okavango Delta Protection

	� Ethos 
A Diamond Is Forever and Africa’s Vulnerable 
Okavango Basin Should Be Too, Says De Beers

	� Elite Traveler 
 De Beers Joins National Geographic 
 to Protect Okavango Delta

	� Mining.com 
De Beers, National Geographic partner  
to protect Okavango Delta source waters

	� Voice of America 
 De Beers, National Geographic Form  
Partnership to Protect Botswana’s  
Okavango Delta 

2023: The announcement of the 
premiere of “Nkashi: Race for the 
Okavango” generated 139 pieces of 
earned and social media coverage, 
with an estimated total audience of 
151 million. 

Coverage report

2025: T he announcement of the 
Nkashi Knowledge Center in Beetsha 
generated 72 pieces of earned 
and social media coverage, with an 
estimated total audience of 204,000.

Coverage report 

2026: The announcement of 
the Lisima Ramsar designation 
generated 22 pieces of coverage, 
with an estimated total audience of 
6.9 million.

Coverage report 

N O TA B L E  S TAT S

Media Highlights by Year
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https://news.nationalgeographic.org/de-beers-and-national-geographic-partner-to-protect-a-natural-wonder/
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/de-beers-and-national-geographic-partner-to-protect-a-natural-wonder/
https://www.botswanayouth.com/de-beers-4-primary-focus-areas-towards-okavango-delta-protection/#google_vignette
https://www.botswanayouth.com/de-beers-4-primary-focus-areas-towards-okavango-delta-protection/#google_vignette
https://the-ethos.co/de-beers-national-geographic-okavango-basin/
https://the-ethos.co/de-beers-national-geographic-okavango-basin/
https://elitetraveler.com/shopping-lifestyle/de-beers-joins-national-geographic-to-protect-okavango-delta
https://elitetraveler.com/shopping-lifestyle/de-beers-joins-national-geographic-to-protect-okavango-delta
https://www.mining.com/de-beers-national-geographic-partner-to-protect-okavango-delta-source-waters/
https://www.mining.com/de-beers-national-geographic-partner-to-protect-okavango-delta-source-waters/
https://www.voanews.com/a/africa_de-beers-national-geographic-form-partnership-protect-botswanas-okavango-delta/6210015.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/africa_de-beers-national-geographic-form-partnership-protect-botswanas-okavango-delta/6210015.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/africa_de-beers-national-geographic-form-partnership-protect-botswanas-okavango-delta/6210015.html
http://google.com/url?q=https://nationalgeographicsociety.coveragebook.com/b/57b7df6da489cec5&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1786077468847707&usg=AOvVaw3HLWoA1wHOkmKqPYodwV2o
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/NGOWP-Beetsha-NKC-Opening/
https://nationalgeographicsociety.coveragebook.com/b/56a7213e2857f2f2
https://nationalgeographicsociety.coveragebook.com/b/e0771abc9bdad7a3


Featured Article from 2021 — Ethos: 
A Diamond is Forever and Africa’s 
Vulnerable Okavango Basin Should Be 
Too, Says De Beers. 
Focusing on the high-end luxury and 
sustainability angle, Ethos covered the launch 
of the partnership, highlighting how it’s 
an extension of De Beers’ Building Forever 
strategy. The article explains how Okavango 
Eternal is expanding on work already 
underway by the National Geographic 
Okavango Wilderness Project — and, if the 
partnership achieves its goals, it will help 
to create one of the largest transboundary 
protected areas in sub-Saharan Africa. 
In addition, the article highlights the 
partnership’s focus on creating livelihood 
opportunities — a point that resonates with 
the outlet’s audience of conscious travelers 
and consumers. 

“By sharing our expertise and resources and 
working with local communities, governments 
and other NGO partners, we will deliver a 
positive impact that is far greater than what 
any of us could achieve on our own, and 
ultimately protects the natural world and 
improves people’s lives.”  
 
B R U C E  C L E AV E R 
F O R M E R  C E O,  D E  B E E R S  G R O U P

2 0 2 2

	� Discover Botswana 
The Quest to Measure the 
Heartbeat of the Okavango 

	� Your Botswana 
Okavango Eternal, Protecting  
a Natural Wonder 

 

2 0 2 3

	� National Geographic Society 
The National Geographic 
Society Recognized with Two 
Jackson Wild Media Awards​​​​‌

	� National Geographic  
Steve Boyes traces life to 
its source in the Angolan 
Highlands

	� National Geographic Society 
National Geographic Society and De Beers 
Proudly Announce World Premiere of Nkashi: 
Race for the Okavango to Take Place in 

Botswana​​​​‌

	� DailyNews (Botswana): President Hails  
Nkashi Documentary 

	� Mmegi (Botswana): Nkashi celebrates  
Botswana cultural heritage - Masisi

	� The Ngami Times: Nkashi: Race For The 
Okavango Premieres In Botswana

	� The Ngami Times: Film About People Of  
The Okavango Hits The Screens

	� Africa Press: Nkashi Wows Maun 

	� Diamond World: Nat Geo & De Beers  
To Unveil Documentary On Okavango  

Delta Conservation

2 0 2 4

	� National Geographic Society 

National Geographic Society’s Impact Story Lab 

Releases Short Film, ‘Mokoro wa Okavango’

	� The Ngami Times 

Nkashi Classic’ This Weekend!

	� The Okavango Express 

Nkashi Classic Back Tomorrow At Maun Cresta Resort

2 0 2 5

	� National Geographic Society 
The National Geographic Society and De Beers 
Announce Opening of New Nkashi Knowledge Centre 
in the Okavango Delta

	� Sunday Standard (Botswana): De Beers and 
National Geographic deepen conservation 
footprint in Okavango Basin

	� The Ngami Times: ‘Nkashi Knowledge Centre To 
Uplift Livelihoods’

	� Africa Press: Organisation Vows to Safeguard the 
Okavango Basin

	� Mmegi: Nkashi Knowledge Centre Hub for 

Community Development

	� Mmegi (Botswana) 

Moilwa’s lens focus on local youth empowerment

	� Sustainability Magazine 

National Geographic & De Beers Q&A: Enhancing 

Water Security

	� Botswana Daily News 

Nkashi Clubs Keep Heritage Alive 

Featured Article from 2025 — Mmegi: 
Nkashi Knowledge Center Hub for 
Community Development

Botswana leading national outlet Mmegi 
covered the opening of the Nkashi 
Knowledge Centre in Beetsha, positioning 
it as a community hub built to support 
sustainable livelihood development, 
preserve traditional knowledge and foster 
conservation leadership in Botswana’s 
Okavango Delta. The article celebrates the 
role of the Okavango Eternal partnership 
in making this possible. 

“The Nkashi Knowledge Centre serves as a 
catalyst for discovery, innovation, and the 
vibrant exchange of ideas. It provides a 
space where learning is continuous, where 
traditional wisdom meets new insights, 
and where future leaders are empowered 
to protect nature and people.” De Beers 
Group’s vice president of Corporate Affairs, 
Oitsile Mabeo, expressed hope the centre 
will act as a space that brings people 
together to drive change for the benefit 
of both the remarkable communities and 
exceptional biodiversity of the Delta.
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https://online.flipbuilder.com/lcha/mzas/mobile/index.html
https://online.flipbuilder.com/lcha/mzas/mobile/index.html
https://yourbotswana.com/okavango-eternal-protecting-a-natural-wonder/
https://yourbotswana.com/okavango-eternal-protecting-a-natural-wonder/
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/the-national-geographic-society-recognized-with-two-jackson-wild-media-awards/
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/the-national-geographic-society-recognized-with-two-jackson-wild-media-awards/
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/the-national-geographic-society-recognized-with-two-jackson-wild-media-awards/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/impact/article/steve-boyes-explorer-story
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/impact/article/steve-boyes-explorer-story
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/impact/article/steve-boyes-explorer-story
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/national-geographic-society-and-de-beers-proudly-announce-world-premiere-of-nkashi-race-for-the-okavango-to-take-place-in-botswana/
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/national-geographic-society-and-de-beers-proudly-announce-world-premiere-of-nkashi-race-for-the-okavango-to-take-place-in-botswana/
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/national-geographic-society-and-de-beers-proudly-announce-world-premiere-of-nkashi-race-for-the-okavango-to-take-place-in-botswana/
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/national-geographic-society-and-de-beers-proudly-announce-world-premiere-of-nkashi-race-for-the-okavango-to-take-place-in-botswana/
https://dailynews.gov.bw/news-detail/71945
https://dailynews.gov.bw/news-detail/71945
https://www.mmegi.bw/lifestyle/nkashi-celebrates-botswana-cultural-heritage-masisi/news
https://www.mmegi.bw/lifestyle/nkashi-celebrates-botswana-cultural-heritage-masisi/news
https://www.ngamitimes.co.bw/nkashi-race-for-the-okavango-premieres-in-botswana/
https://www.ngamitimes.co.bw/nkashi-race-for-the-okavango-premieres-in-botswana/
https://www.ngamitimes.co.bw/film-about-people-of-the-okavango-hits-the-screens/#:~:text=Nkashi%3A%20Race%20for%20the%20Okavango%20is%20a%20locally%20made%20film,Geographic%20Society%20Explorer%20Thalefang%20Charles
https://www.ngamitimes.co.bw/film-about-people-of-the-okavango-hits-the-screens/#:~:text=Nkashi%3A%20Race%20for%20the%20Okavango%20is%20a%20locally%20made%20film,Geographic%20Society%20Explorer%20Thalefang%20Charles
https://www.africa-press.net/botswana/all-news/nkashi-wows-maun
https://www.diamondworld.net/content/nat-geo-de-beers-to-unveil-documentary-on-okavango-delta-conservation/26778
https://www.diamondworld.net/content/nat-geo-de-beers-to-unveil-documentary-on-okavango-delta-conservation/26778
https://www.diamondworld.net/content/nat-geo-de-beers-to-unveil-documentary-on-okavango-delta-conservation/26778
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/national-geographic-society-s-impact-story-lab-releases-short-film-mokoro-wa-okavango/
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/national-geographic-society-s-impact-story-lab-releases-short-film-mokoro-wa-okavango/
https://www.ngamitimes.co.bw/nkashi-classic-this-weekend/
https://okavangoexpress.com/lifestyle/nkashi-classic-back-tomorrow-at-maun-cresta-resort/
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/NGOWP-Beetsha-NKC-Opening/
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/NGOWP-Beetsha-NKC-Opening/
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/NGOWP-Beetsha-NKC-Opening/
https://www.sundaystandard.info/de-beers-and-national-geographic-deepen-conservation-footprint-in-okavango-basin/
https://www.sundaystandard.info/de-beers-and-national-geographic-deepen-conservation-footprint-in-okavango-basin/
https://www.sundaystandard.info/de-beers-and-national-geographic-deepen-conservation-footprint-in-okavango-basin/
https://www.ngamitimes.co.bw/nkashi-knowledge-centre-to-uplift-livelihoods/
https://www.ngamitimes.co.bw/nkashi-knowledge-centre-to-uplift-livelihoods/
https://www.africa-press.net/botswana/all-news/organisation-vows-to-safeguard-the-okavango-basin
https://www.africa-press.net/botswana/all-news/organisation-vows-to-safeguard-the-okavango-basin
https://www.mmegi.bw/lifestyle/moilwas-lens-focus-on-local-youth-empowerment/news
https://dailynews.gov.bw/news-detail/88904
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	� National Geographic Society 

Angola Designates First Ever Wetland of 

International Importance

	� eNCA (Southern Africa): Angola designates 
first ever wetland of international 
importance

	� Daily Southern & East African Tourism 
Update: Okavango Delta headwaters 

protected under Ramsar

	� Getaway Magazine (Southern Africa):  
Winged Messengers 

	� Forbes 

How National Geographic Society And De Beers 

Are Investing In Scientists, Communities, And 

Centuries-Old Knowledge To Protect One Of 

Africa’s Most Vital Water Systems

	� National Geographic 

The Okavango wilderness gives up its most  

vital secrets

	� Beyond the Lens 

Episode 118. On Location in Botswana with 

Karabo LeBronpeter: The Okavango Wilderness 

Project, Wildlife Photography, and Visual 

Storytelling Mentorship 

Featured Article from 2023 — Ngami Times: Film About People Of The Okavango Hits The Screens 
The 2023 local premiere of “Nkashi: Race for the Okavango in Maun, Botswana — supported by the Okavango 
Eternal partnership — was a powerful validation of the partnership’s focus on storytelling. By premiering the film 
in Maun, the gateway to the Delta, the premiere engaged the very people most capable of taking direct action 
on our shared conservation goals. The premiere highlighted two crucial perspectives from local leadership, 
applauding the partnership for supporting this film — and for championing a local approach to storytelling. 

“Batawana acting Paramount Chief, Kgosi Kealetile Moremi, emphasized the deep cultural resonance of the 
location, sharing that “there could not have been a better place to host the first screening of the film than 
in Maun in the North West, as this allows residents to appreciate and relate.” Furthermore, she noted that by 
focusing on the people who safeguard the Delta, “the world will get to appreciate the existence of people, and 
not just wildlife.”

Minister of Environment Philda Kereng praised the production crew for using the nkashi (a traditional wooden 
pole used to navigate the Delta) as a vital storytelling tool to showcase local livelihoods and culture. Terming 
the film “just a tip of the iceberg to the untold stories of Botswana,” Kereng challenged the National Geographic 
Society, De Beers, and local filmmakers to continue uncovering the human stories embedded within the 
country’s other natural wonders.

Featured Article from 2026 — Forbes: How National Geographic Society And De Beers 
Are Investing In Scientists, Communities, And Centuries-Old Knowledge To Protect One 
Of Africa’s Most Vital Water Systems

Note: Forbes reaches 135 million readers monthly. Reporter Afdhel Aziz also shared the 
article on his personal LinkedIn (nearly 34,000 followers), and in his weekly newsletter, 
Good is the New Cool, with 3,000 subscribers. De Beers also amplified the piece on 
LinkedIn for its 307,000 followers. 

On Earth Day 2026, Forbes covered the Okavango Eternal partnership between the Society and 
De Beers from a cross-Basin perspective, including one of its biggest feats to date: facilitating 
Ramsar designation for the Angolan Highlands, the source of the Okavango Delta. Forbes features 
several initiatives De Beers is supporting. It highlights the traditional knowledge and community 
development work that Explorer Kerllen Costa is leading in Angola at the source of the Okavango 
and Explorer Goabaone Ramatlapeng’s research on water chemistry in Botswana’s Okavango Delta. 
While they have different research focuses, they’re linked by a common river system and a conviction 
that conservation is local. Forbes says, “Okavango Eternal was designed to take that conviction 
seriously. For De Beers, it represents a genuine reckoning with what responsible operation in a fragile 
ecosystem actually requires — not just funding, but long-term presence, community co-creation, 
and the willingness to let local knowledge lead.”

“Safeguarding a system as vast and vital as the Okavango Basin cannot be achieved by any one 
organisation alone,” says Sandrine Conseiller, CEO of De Beers Brands. “It requires deep collaboration, 
mutual trust, and a willingness to listen as much as to lead. Both National Geographic Society and De 
Beers bring almost 140 years of complementary strengths across science, conservation, exploration, 
local partnerships, education, and storytelling.”
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https://news.nationalgeographic.org/angola-designates-first-ever-wetland-of-international-importance/
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/angola-designates-first-ever-wetland-of-international-importance/
https://www.enca.com/lifestyle/angola-designates-first-ever-wetland-international-importance
https://www.enca.com/lifestyle/angola-designates-first-ever-wetland-international-importance
https://www.enca.com/lifestyle/angola-designates-first-ever-wetland-international-importance
https://dailynews.gov.bw/news-detail/71945
https://www.tourismupdate.com/article/okavango-delta-headwaters-protected-under-ramsar
https://www.tourismupdate.com/article/okavango-delta-headwaters-protected-under-ramsar
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/national-geographic-society-s-impact-story-lab-releases-short-film-mokoro-wa-okavango/
https://www.discountmags.com/au/magazine/getaway-february-1-2026-digital/in-this-issue/25
https://www.forbes.com/sites/afdhelaziz/2026/04/22/how-national-geographic-and-de-beers-are-investing-in-scientists-communities-and-centuries-old-knowledge-to-protect-one-of-africas-most-vital-water-systems/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/afdhelaziz/2026/04/22/how-national-geographic-and-de-beers-are-investing-in-scientists-communities-and-centuries-old-knowledge-to-protect-one-of-africas-most-vital-water-systems/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/afdhelaziz/2026/04/22/how-national-geographic-and-de-beers-are-investing-in-scientists-communities-and-centuries-old-knowledge-to-protect-one-of-africas-most-vital-water-systems/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/afdhelaziz/2026/04/22/how-national-geographic-and-de-beers-are-investing-in-scientists-communities-and-centuries-old-knowledge-to-protect-one-of-africas-most-vital-water-systems/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/okavango-wilderness-river-delta-africa
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/okavango-wilderness-river-delta-africa
https://beyondthelens.fm/2026/06/09/episode-118-karabo-lebronpeter/
https://beyondthelens.fm/2026/06/09/episode-118-karabo-lebronpeter/
https://beyondthelens.fm/2026/06/09/episode-118-karabo-lebronpeter/
https://beyondthelens.fm/2026/06/09/episode-118-karabo-lebronpeter/
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	� Facebook (FB) – Lisima Lya Mwono 
wetland post from Explorer Kerllen Costa 
collab with WBT

	� Instagram (IG) – OE Impact Report collab 
with WBT (reshared by Society) FB

	� IG – Lisima Lya Mwono new Ramsar 
designation (post by Explorer Kerllen 
Costa) collab with WBT and Kerllen Costa 
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	� IG – World Lake Day collab post with WBT 
and the Society

	� IG – Beetsha Knowledge Center opening 
collab post with Nkashi 

2 0 2 4

	� FB – Delta Crossing post collab post with 
Nkashi and WBT

	� FB – Delta Crossing post collab post with 
WBT

	� FB – Geology post about the landscape/
Earth Day
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	� IG – (reel) visit with Explorers Koki 
Mookodi and Kerllen Costa to Tempué

	� IG – Explorer Steve Boyes’ Impact Story
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	� IG – Delta Crossing

	� IG – Delta Crossing

 

National Geographic Society 
Channels
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	� LinkedIn – 2025 Impact Report

	� IG – World Wetlands Day

	� IG – Ramsar designation, collab post with ITO 
and WBT

	� LinkedIn – Jill Tiefenthaler’s Angola 50th 
Anniversary event post
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	� FB – Pass the Flag (collab post with Museum of 
Exploration)

	� IG – Pass the Flag (three-way collab with ITO 
and Museum of Exploration)

	� LinkedIn – Pass the Flag

	� IG – 50th Anniversary of Angola’s 
Independence collab with ITO

2 0 2 3

	� FB – IG – Nkashi Trailer

Social Media Highlights
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https://www.facebook.com/624948069678280/posts/1303237985182615
https://www.facebook.com/624948069678280/posts/1303237985182615
https://www.instagram.com/p/DZcjrVHkQuQ/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DUQhYGODFvb/?img_index=5
https://www.instagram.com/p/DUQhYGODFvb/?img_index=5
https://www.instagram.com/p/DN3APW3WHgq/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DIOkbJdOhGy/
https://www.facebook.com/624948069678280/posts/889385649901186
https://www.facebook.com/624948069678280/videos/1017234106246367
https://www.facebook.com/624948069678280/posts/822104316629320
https://www.facebook.com/624948069678280/posts/822104316629320
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cs_bBmjousn/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cs_bBmjousn/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzRVkC1O-GS/
https://www.instagram.com/p/ChM_8WLu0oP/
https://www.instagram.com/p/ChSFhl_uoSz/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/okavangoeternal-share-7470821144372338688-iIqh/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAp2T7oBjA-U4uOJRdL2tEYjIPJcWqNxaPA
https://www.instagram.com/p/DURFzF3j16t/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DTiHb1ojLwy/?img_index=1
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/jill-tiefenthaler_natgeoexplorers-ugcPost-7438285938906148864-drGT/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAp2T7oBjA-U4uOJRdL2tEYjIPJcWqNxaPA
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/jill-tiefenthaler_natgeoexplorers-ugcPost-7438285938906148864-drGT/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAp2T7oBjA-U4uOJRdL2tEYjIPJcWqNxaPA
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1877922316440377
https://www.instagram.com/p/DQwnFf-DgUo/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/natgeoexplorers-okavangoeternal-passtheflag-ugcPost-7392580495982743552-ITti/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAp2T7oBjA-U4uOJRdL2tEYjIPJcWqNxaPA
https://www.instagram.com/p/DQ49rnpD2lF/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DQ49rnpD2lF/?img_index=1
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1246101806021085
https://www.instagram.com/p/CpNsBXAIqRR/
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Future Look
Five years ago, National Geographic and De Beers came together to invest in the Okavango Basin 
and the people who have always called it home. The partnership set out to shift the standard model 
of conservation and recenter it in community-based conservation, cultural heritage preservation and 
the localisation of direct benefits from natural resources to local communities spanning the Okavango 
Basin. Combining cutting-edge scientific research with Traditional Ecological Knowledge and working 
in collaboration with traditional leadership and local communities, we are transforming this critical 
information into long-term, sustainable protection for the world’s largest underdeveloped basin. 

Our groundbreaking scientific research tracing the source of the Basin’s waters from the Highlands 
of Angola through Namibia and into the storied Okavango Delta in Botswana, combined with 
repeat surveys of the system’s hydrology, water chemistry, biodiversity and ecosystem health laid, 
an unprecedented scientific foundation for community-driven conservation planning, sustainable 
development, and decision-making. We have forged deep, lasting relationships across this 
transboundary landscape elevating how local communities have been protecting it for millennia, 
supporting local scientists and educators, investing in infrastructure, and cultivating opportunity.

Reflecting on the work we’ve achieved so far, we are humbled by how we have been able to accomplish 
so much in building a framework to support the future protection of the Okavango Basin, piece by 
piece. For the first time in its history, the Okavango is now monitored from source to Delta by an 
interconnected network of 18 hydrological monitoring stations. We trained 82 Watchers, who now 
patrol 20,000 km² on foot, guided by traditional authority rather than imposed upon it. We helped 
establish three locally led, nationally registered organizations: Nkashi Trust, Fundação Lisima and the 
Kavango Wilderness Project. Together, they now employ 95 people, of whom 76 are directly funded by 
the partnership, almost all from within the Basin itself. And in early 2026, this work culminated in Lisima 
becoming Angola’s first Ramsar site: 5.4 million hectares of headwater internationally recognized and 
locally managed. 

What we value most about this partnership is that De Beers never asked us to choose between rigor 
and relationship. The same five years that produced 12 peer-reviewed papers and the discovery of 
species new to science also produced 32 trained midwives, a champion poler building a home with 
her prize money, and a new Nkashi Knowledge Center in Beetsha, providing services previously 
unavailable. This is what Building Forever looks like on the ground: nature, climate and livelihoods 
advancing together because they were never truly separate. 

Phase 1 has proven the model. Phase 2 is about scale and permanence: making deeper investments into 
the communities surrounding the Okavango Delta by expanding our livelihoods programs, growing 
the Watcher program in Lisima to translate Ramsar recognition into day-to-day management, bringing 
Tempúé fully online, and supporting a new generation of Basin scientists — several of whom we have 
trained ourselves — to carry this work forward long after this report is filed away. 

Thank you to De Beers for five years of genuine partnership, and to every community member, Watcher, 
midwife, researcher and storyteller named in these pages. This is your report as much as ours.
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