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Waste and recycling
 EN2   EN24   EN22  
Waste is separated into categories 
at source to ensure appropriate 
disposal and recycling. In 2007, 
more than 2.07 million litres of  used 
oils were collected for recycling and 
reuse at our mining and exploration 
operations (Figure 6-13) (2006: 2.44 
million litres). Our use of  recycled oil 
increased to 2.03 million litres (2006: 
1.81 million litres). Most of  this oil is 
recycled off-site, except for some of  
our Namdeb operations, where it is 
reused as fuel.

Other hazardous waste produced 
during the mining process is 
either responsibly stored on-
site for future management or 
disposed of  through certified 
hazardous waste sites. Waste 
from our Botswana and Namibian 
operations is generally disposed 
of  through facilities in South Africa. 
Any movement of  such waste is 
conducted in full compliance with 
the Basel Convention for controlling 
transboundary movements of  
applicable hazardous wastes. No 
fines were incurred due to improper 
storage or disposal of  waste in 2007.

Orapa clean-up campaign

In 2007, the Orapa mine embarked 
on a campaign to clean up 
Orapa town. The campaign was 
completed in partnership with 
the Orapa community and was 
coordinated by its elected leaders. 
In addition to physically cleaning 
Orapa town, the campaign sought 
to educate and encourage the 
community about keeping the 
environment clean and healthy. 
It also collected ideas on how to 
improve the aesthetics of  the town, 
with feedback being received from 
each of  the six wards. The Orapa 
Letlhakane Mines, Roads, Parks 
and Gardens department assisted 
with the transportation of  waste 
to landfill sites from the waste 
collection points.

Town inspections were carried out 
on a monthly basis by employees 
from the Environmental, Health 
Unit, Roads and Township 
maintenance departments to 
gauge the performance of  each 
ward and the overall performance 
of  the Orapa community. 

Community meetings were 
convened at ward level to address 
general challenges as well as 
specific issues for each sub-region 
or street. Community members 
were also encouraged to advise 
and work collectively to clean-up 
their region or street, thus instilling 
a sense of  ownership among 
community members. The results 
of  the inspections were announced 
to the community through word of  
mouth, the intranet, mine weekly 
bulletins and ward meetings, with 
wards being rated and ranked 
according to the inspection criteria. 
Criteria included evidence of  waste 
separation, use of  the right bins for 
the right waste, assessment of  litter 
levels etc.

The campaign had a significant 
impact on the cleanliness of  Orapa 
town. It also improved stakeholder 
engagement and partnership with 
respect to waste management. 
Orapa town aims to increase the 
visibility and momentum of  its 
clean-up campaign in 2008.
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Figure 6-13: Recycled and reused oil  
(million litres)
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Figure 6-14: Recycling and re-use of  
other materials (tonnes)




