








Report to Society 2007 43

Closure planning for a positive legacy in Namibia

Namdeb land based diamond 
mining operations are situated in 
five main mining licence areas in 
Namibia’s south west Sperrgebiet 
(“forbidden”) region: Orange 
River, Mining Area 1, Bogenfels, 
Elizabeth Bay and Douglas Bay. 
These licences cover 10 014 km 2 
(37%) of  the Sperrgebiet surface 
area. Diamond mining on these 
licence areas is alluvial, but the 
different types of  deposit require 
a number of  mining techniques. 
The feasibility of  these deposits 
is continuously re-evaluated 
as new mining techniques and 
equipment become available and 
make previously marginal deposits 
economically viable.  

Current projections indicate 
diamond deposits will be 
exhausted between 2016-2020. 
Future Namdeb production will 
come largely from its marine 
licence areas.

The physical Namdeb mining 
footprint includes mined-out areas 
and excavations from sampling 
and road maintenance. It also 
includes man-made landforms 
such as dumps, seawalls, ponds 
and infrastructures such as 
processing plants, offices and 
workshops. Roads, pipelines, 
telecommunications and waste 
disposal sites add to the physical 
and environmental footprint.

The socio-economic footprint is 
significantly greater. It affects 
Oranjemund most directly through 
local employment, procurement 
and town sustainability. It also 
affects the Karas region and 
the wider country of  Namibia. 
Revenues and taxes from these 
land based operations account 
for approximately 4% of  national 
GDP. The closure plan for these 
operations takes local, regional 
and national impacts into account 
in its identification of  alternative 
revenue streams that will last  
post-mining.

The integrated closure plan 
framework builds on existing 
socio-economic and environmental 
baseline and impact assessment 
reports. It also draws on the 
viewpoints of  employees, 
government, the Mine Workers 
Union of  Namibia and local 
communities as well as other 
stakeholders as a means of  
identifying relevant and material 
issues and a set of  activities to 
ensure sustainable mine closure. 
These include skills building, 
enterprise development through 
Oshipe (p40), feasibility studies 
for alternative livelihoods including 
mariculture, and tourism projects. 

These issues and activities are 
quantified and tracked in terms 
of  their economic significance, as 
well as how proficiently they are 
being addressed and managed 
by Namdeb operations. The 
framework is linked to accurate 
production data and employee 
numbers in order to identify and 
resolve higher risk activities as a 
priority. It also has demonstrable 
links to local, regional and national 
development goals.
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